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Formal elements of Art 

Year 7 Introduct ion to Art 

L i n e : 
Line is the path left by a moving point. 
For example, a pencil or a brush 
dipped in paint. 
A line can be horizontal, diagonal or 
curved. It can also change, starting off 
curved and ending up horizontal. 

S p a c e : 
Space is the area around, between, or within 
objects or shapes in a piece of artwork. Artists use 
techniques like perspective and overlapping to 
create a sense of depth and space in their work. 
The area around the objects in a work of art is 
known as negative space, while the space 
occupied by objects is known as positive space. 
Some artists like to focus on the negative space. 

Co l o u r  : 
Colour has three main 
characteristics: hue (red, green, blue, 
etc.), value (how light or dark it is), 
and intensity (how bright or dull it is). Colour 
can evoke emotions and create mood. Artists 
use colour schemes to make areas or subjects 
stand out more. 

S h a p e  &  F o r m : 
A shape is two-dimensional. At their most basic shapes are 
simple outlines, and artists can fill these in with different 
colours or patterns. Shapes can be geometric, like squares or 
triangles, or they can be irregular or natural, such as leaves. 
Form is a three-dimensional shape like a cube or a pyramid. 
Sometimes, artists will use tone to create form in two- 
dimensional artwork. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The formal elements are used by artists when creating their artwork. More than one 
element will often be used by an artist, and this will determine what the finished 
artwork will look like. The formal elements will also help you to understand the work of 
different artists. 
There are seven elements' artists will consider these include; Line, Shape and Form, 
Space, Colour, Pattern, Tone, Texture 



P a t  t e rn   
Pattern is a design created by 
repeating lines, shapes, tones 
or colours. Patterns can be 
simple or complicated and can 
be man-made, like a design on 
fabric, or natural, such as the 
markings on a leaf. 

T e x t ure 
Texture refers to how the surface 
of an object looks or feels. Artist 
create texture using a variety of 
techniques and materials to 
create texture for example they 
may use mark-making or collage. 

   
 

 

 

Keyword Definition 

Depth Depth in art refers to making objects appear closer or farther away and 
making a two-dimensional image seem three-dimensional. 

Composition The arrangement of elements within a work of art 

Technique 
Art techniques refer to various methods used by artists to create their 
artworks. These can include painting techniques (such as perspective) 
or sculpting techniques (such as carving). 

Perspective Perspective is an art technique for creating an illusion of three- 
dimensions (depth and space) on a two-dimensional (flat) surface 

Materials The tools you use to make or do something 

Medium Medium can refer to both to the type of art (e.g. painting, sculpture, 
printmaking), as well as the materials an artwork is made from. 

T o n e :  
Tone is how light or dark something is. Artists use 
shading and highlighting to create a range of tones, 
adding dimension and depth to their work. Tone can also 
create mood. Tones could refer to black, white and the 
grey tones between. It could refer to how light or dark a 
colour appears. 



Michael Craig-Martin was born in Dublin but grew up in America. 
He studied Fine Art and Architecture at Yale University. Michael 
Craig-Martin moved to Britain in 1966 to work as a teacher and an 
artist. As an artist Michael has used sculpture, installation painting 
drawing and digital art. He uses everyday objects and brings 
together popular culture, minimalism, and conceptual art in his 
work. 

Michael Craig-Martin uses scale and context and colour to 
transform his everyday objects he believes ‘colours at their most 
intense become exciting.’ 

 
As an artist and teacher Michael believes ‘you must use what you 
have got. You cannot try to become something you are not.’ He 
believes people should create art in a way that feels natural to 
them. 

 
Michael Craig-Martin has taught many famous artists including 
Damien Hirst and Sarah Lucas. 

Mic h a e l Cra ig Ma rtin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mic h a e l Cra ig Ma rtin 
 
 
 

Keyword Definition 

 
Sculpture 

A sculpture is a piece of art made in three dimensions; 
height, width and depth. Sculptures can be made from - 
carving, modelling, casting, or constructing. 

 
Installation 

Installation art is used to describe large-scale, mixed-media 
constructions, often designed for a specific place or for a 
temporary period of time. 

Popular Culture Popular culture is simply culture that is widely favoured or 
well-liked by many people 

 
Minimalism 

Minimalism was all about stripping things back to basics, 
using simple geometric shapes. Sometimes shapes were 
repeated to create more complex designs. 

Conceptual Art Conceptual art is art for which the idea (or concept) behind 
the work is more important than the finished art object 

Mixed-Media A term used to describe art made from different media or 
materials. 



W a y n e T h i e b a u d 

Ye a r  7  P o p  A r t  F o o d 
 

 

Pop Art started in Britain and America at the same time. Art students 
started to ask why artists made their work. The art they saw in lessons 
and museums was different to the art they saw every day on TV. Art 
students instead started to use film, packaging, music, and comics as 
inspiration for their artwork. 

Pop art made artists trying new ways to make their artwork. 
 

Famous Pop Artists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Wayne Thiebaud was a Pop 
artist from America. He 
painted items such as cakes, 
pies, and 
ice-creams. Thiebaud 
painted with thick paint, 
over the top colour and 
shadows. He was inspired 
by stage lighting. Thiebaud 
painted around objects in 
complimentary colours, this 
made a ‘halo’. 
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Mixing Mixing different paint colours together. 

Blending Is where two different colours are placed next to each and there is 
smooth transition from one colour to the next. 

Shading Darkening or colouring of a drawing with lines or blocks of colour, it is 
used to create depth or make an object look three-dimensional. 

Depth Depth is when some things seem far away, and others seem closer. 

Tone In painting, tone refers to how light or dark a colour is. One colour can 
have an almost infinite number of different tones. 

Contrast the arrangement of opposite elements: light vs dark, rough vs smooth, 
large vs small 

Three- 
Dimensional 

Three-dimensional art objects are physical shapes and can be seen from 
all angles and sides they will have height, breadth, and depth. 

Sculpture Sculpture, an artistic form in which hard or plastic materials are worked 
into three-dimensional art objects. 

C o l o u r T h e o r y 
Primary Colours 
• Primary colours are red, yellow and blue 
• They cannot be made from other colours. 
• All other colours are made from mixing 

primary colours together 
Secondary Colours 
• Secondary colours are orange, green and 

purple 
• Secondary colours are made by mixing 

equal amounts of two primary colours 
Tertiary Colours 
• Tertiary colours are made by mixing a 

primary and secondary colour together 
Complimentary Colours 
• Complimentary colours sit opposite each 

other on the colour wheel 
• Complimentary colours appear brighter 

next to each other and create contrast 

Ye a r  7  P o p  A r t  F o o d 
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Year 7 History – Life through the Ages
SKILLS: 

Source – evidence from 
the time which gives us 
facts about an event 

Interpretations – 
information about past 
events/people written 5 
years after the time 

Investigation – studying 
sources and 
interpretations and 
answering questions 

Judgement – coming to a 
decision about a 
historical question 

Keywords

Historians - Someone who writes 
about or studies history.  

Decade – Every ten years

Century – One hundred years

A.D. – Anno Domini (in the year of 
the Lord)

B.C. – Before Christ

Millenium – One thousand years

Periods – Separate division of time

Chronological order – the order in 
which events happened starting with 
the earliest event first.

Timeline – a chronological 
arrangement of events in the order 
of their occurrence.

Source – evidence made or written 
at the time of an event and within 5 
years of the event

Interpretation – evidence made or 
written 5 or more years after an 
event

Archaeology - The study of human 
history from digging up objects and 
other remains. 

Keywords

Standard of living - – housing, food, jobs, health, 
etc.

Medicine – What people are given to treat illnesses

Surgery – operations that are performed on people

Public health – the health of all the people in the country and what the 
government does to look after this

Crime and Punishment – the laws of a land, how they protect people, and how 
they punish them

Law enforcement – the people who ensure that the laws of the land are 
followed
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