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Each New Year has resolutions and hope for the future. As the
Archbishop of Canterbury said in his New Year’s message,
there are ‘real reasons to hope’… and this is true of course for
Bishops’ too.
Our school continues to be popular and our students achieve
good exam results to support their future plans. We constantly
work on our learning spaces to be the best that we can be and
at the end of January the Bishop of Chester, Bishop Mark, will
be visiting to view the extension to W-Block, which is near
completion. The planning, funding and equipping of the space
is down to the vision and dedication of contractors, governors
and leaders. We have a lot to be thankful for.
With hope and best
wishes for the year
ahead.

Ian Wilson
Headteacher

by Ella Wheeler Wilcox
----------------Do you wish the world were better?
Let me tell you what to do Set a watch upon your actions:
Keep them always straight and true,
Bid your mind of selfish motives;
Let your thoughts be clean and high;
You can make a little Eden
Of the sphere you occupy
Do you wish the world to be wiser?
Well, suppose you make a start
By accumulating wisdom
In the scrap book of your heart.
Do not waste one page in folly;
Live to learn and learn to live;
If you want to increase knowledge.
You must get ere you can give.

Do you wish the world were better?
Then remember day by day
Just to sow the seeds of kindness
As you pass along the way.
For the pleasure of the many
May be oft-times traced to one.
As the hand that plants the acorn
Shelters armies from the sun.

I would firstly like to wish everyone a very happy New
Year. Two years ago, and even one year ago, we would
not have expected the start of 2022 to look as it does.
However, the twists and turns of the pandemic are
once again proving the Bishops’ community to be both
resilient and optimistic.
Thanks must go first and foremost to school staff who
have been working tirelessly to prioritise students’
learning while ensuring everyone’s safety. My thanks
also go to students and their families for working with
the school to test, vaccinate and adapt to changes as
necessary. By continuing to support each other we are
living our vision to make a positive difference through
wise action and a sense of responsibility.
Looking forward to 2022 offers many reasons to feel
hopeful. At our meeting in December, one of the items
governors considered was a report from Student
Council reflections on lessons and feedback. Governors
were pleased to see the ongoing work to ensure
teaching continues to inspire our students to achieve
their potential. We are also excited to see the ongoing
progress of our site developments that will offer
improved facilities for existing and future students
alike. We are delighted that the high number of ‘first
preference’ applications for admission in September
2022 once again demonstrates Bishops’ strong
reputation as a school where students are
enabled to flourish and ‘live life in all its
fullness’ (John 10:10).
David Walsh
Chair of Governors

2021/2022

LAST DAY
IN SCHOOL

DATE OF
RE-OPENING

Spring
Half Term

Fri 18 February

Mon 28 February

Easter Break

Fri 1 April

Tues 19 April

Summer
Half Term

Fri 27 May

Mon 6 June

Summer Break

Thurs 21 July

20 Jan
27 Jan
10 Feb
17 Feb

Year 10 Parents Evening
Sixth Form Open Evening
Sixth Form Parents Evening
Year 7 Parents Evening

Support sessions are available for all students using
Hegarty Maths. Monday and Friday lunchtime in W8c.
If you need help with logging in, using the site or
making use of the on-screen keyboard to enter your
answers then please
come along and we
will assist you. If you
become stuck with a
topic, we can try
explaining it to you
another way.

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young
people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months,
identified as a close contact of someone with Covid-19
should take an LFD test everyday for seven days and
continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they
have a positive LFD test result or develop symptoms at
any time.

As part of the continued guidance from Public Health
England and the Government students should continue
to wear face masks (unless exempt) indoors as part of
the measures we have implemented to reduce
transmission. We will also continue to ensure rooms
are well ventilated and students should continue to
wear warmer layers in the colder months under their
uniform for added warmth.

From 11 January in England, people who receive a
positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result for COVID19 will be required to self-isolate immediately, but will
not be required to take a confirmatory PCR test.
The 10 day self-isolation period for people who record
a positive PCR result has been reduced to 7 days in
most cases.
Individuals can now take LFD tests on day 6 and 7 of
their self-isolation period, those who receive two
negative test results are no longer required to
complete 10 full days of isolation.

Please email all positive test results to
testresult@bishopschester.co.uk.
All other attendance matters should be directed to
attendance@bishopschester.co.uk.

The exam boards have been working together along
with the Department for Education and Ofqual to
create a summary of advance information for summer
2022 exams in many subjects. Each exam board will be
publishing a summary covering an equivalent level of
detail for each of their GCSE, AS and A level
qualifications .

Year 7
Grace Owen
Finley Bellia
Alfie Mann
Louie Taffs
Charlie Buck

Year 10
Emma Warden
Jack Morl
Edith Davies
Aimee Sutton
Rumen Stoychev

Advance information is intended to communicate
ahead of examinations, the focus of the content of the
examinations (or part of the examinations) that will be
assessed in the examination papers. The purpose of
advance information is to support revision. Please be
aware following consultation by the DfE and Ofqual, it
has been decided that advance information will not be
provided in subjects where optionality is being
introduced for 2022. This affects GCSE English
Literature, History, Ancient History and Geography .

Year 8
Eleaza Kativhu
James Dodd
Zack Warwick
Gabriel Confessore Franco
Lola Chard

Year 11
Andrew Taylor
Charlotte Jones
Harry Francis-Hardman
Llana Taylor
Kayla Hoffmeister

This link will take you to the FAQ document created by
the JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) for students
regarding the advance information.
Advanced Information will be published on 7th Feb.

Year 9
Hannah Ryall-Harvey
Georgia Jewitt
Kian Dentith
Charlotte Guy
Joshua Rogers

Hello, I am Ms Hay, the new Student Support
Administrator and will be based in the library.
We are excited to tell you that the library will
reopen on Monday 17th January at break and
lunchtimes.
Over the coming weeks we will be introducing a
system for students to view the library catalogue
and reserve books. We will also offer a “request
a book” service. Once the library has reopened,
we will be asking students for feedback.
It would be greatly appreciated if any
outstanding books could be returned from home
to allow the catalogue to be updated.
We have lots of news books
available and look forward to
welcoming the students back at
break and lunch.
Ms Hay
Student Support Administrator

The impact of the pandemic is still have an adverse affect
on families and income. If your circumstances have
changed recently please check and see if your child is
eligible for Free School Meals by visiting the Cheshire West
and Chester Website cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/
residents/education-and-learning/school-meals.aspx
We are advised that if you are eligible for Free School
Meals but your child has packed lunches that you still
apply, as the school will received additional funding for
each child on Free School Meals.

If you are not eligible for Free School Meals but need some
support the Welcome Network have been commissioned
by the Council to join up local community food offers.
They have produced an
interactive map showing
where and how local food
can be obtained in each
area.
For
full
details, visit: Interactive
map on the Welcome
Network website.

Dealing with disappointment of cancellations, rearrangements and last-minute changes has become
somewhat of the norm over the last 2 years. It is highly
likely that we have all faced that disappointment in
one way or another. As a school, it was such a shame
when we had to move from an in-person carol service
to an online one. Despite the IT team bringing together
such a fantastic virtual service, as so many of us were
looking forward to meeting together in the cathedral,
there was still a sense of deflation with not being able
to be together.

Our Year 13 students are beginning to hear back
from their university choices and it is exciting news
for Matty Brown who has been successful in his
application to read Law at Oxford. We hope to
hear of some brilliant news soon from all our other
University hopefuls.

Dealing with disappointment is something that it
seems we are going to have to live with for a little
longer at least. Easier said than done I know. I have
been reflecting on how to deal with such
disappointment and have been drawn to the incident
in Mark 2: 1-12 where Jesus heals a paralysed man.
Four friends had carried their paralysed friend to meet
Jesus and on arrival they couldn’t get to Jesus because
of the crowd.

•

Year 11 December PPE results will be emailed
home the week of 10th January.

•

Continue to use GCSEPod to revise and
prepare for the summer exams. Why not start
by revisiting topics you found more difficult
on your December PPEs?

•

Final PPE window begins 14th March. Start
planning out your revision now using your
revision guides and resources

•

This term is important for thinking about your
next steps after GCSEs with Sixth Form Open
Evening and taster sessions - information
shared by Mr Moffatt on SMHW.

Imagine the sense of frustration, the let-down, the
discontent. I wonder what went through their minds.
What is remarkable is despite the barrier they were
facing they didn’t give up. They kept faith and found a
way of getting their friend to Jesus. In fact, they ripped
a hole in the roof and lowered him down. There is so
much in here that we can take to heart. Their working
together challenges us as a community, their working
for the good of their friend challenges us to look at the
needs of others, their keeping going when things were
disappointing and seemed impossible challenges us to
have faith and not give up. What is interesting is that
Jesus sees their faith and heals their friend.
I hope that we will be able to have an in-person carol
service in 2022. We will no doubt face many more
disappointments and struggles over the coming weeks
and months. Perhaps we too can find encouragement
like these friends, perhaps we can
have faith, be community minded,
look to the needs of others and keep
going.
Rev. Paul North
School Chaplain

Rebecca Y13

“I enjoy going to Bishops’ because it provides a welcoming community environment which allows for each student to find the
support they need.”

Ella Y13
“The Sixth Form here at Bishops’ is an amazing bridge into independence and future studies in higher education. The careers advice
and pastoral and academic support is something that has really helped me prepare for the next phase of my life. Bishops’ has given
me the confidence to pursue my chosen career in Occupational Therapy and has shown me that hard work and a good support
network is the key to success.”

Holly Y13
“I have really enjoyed my time at Bishops’ because the community that surrounds me is really supportive. I feel like I can be
independent, and learn how I will navigate adulthood, whilst also being able to ask for help and guidance.”

Hannah Y13

Adam Y13

“I like Bishops’ because of the
opportunities and support that
all the students get. Everyone,
including the teachers, are
friendly and are willing to offer
support at any time. With a
wide range of subjects, Bishops’
Sixth Form is suitable for
everyone.”

“I enjoy Bishops’ 6th Form
because of the sense of
community and togetherness
within the cohort which means
that there is a positive
atmosphere within the group.
My plans for the future are to
study Accountancy at
Nottingham University, which is
partnered with PwC.”

Emily Y12
“I am hoping to go into Medicine in the future and Bishops’ Sixth Form have helped by providing lots of opportunities and guidance
through careers advice and in finding work experience.”

Toby Y12
“I like Sixth Form, because of the freedom you get to do the subjects you enjoy. The teachers are caring, and if I ever needed extra help,
I know they would be more than happy to help out.”

Zoe Y12
“The opportunity to develop and grow is always prioritised at Bishops’. I am grateful for this as it ensures that I work towards the
pathway I wish to pursue.”

Luca Y12
“I am enjoying Bishops’ Sixth Form so far as I have good teachers who teach the content clearly and I am enjoying having free periods
and silent studies to allow me to focus on wider reading about my subject topics and get work done in a quiet environment. The Sixth
Form facilities have been great, and the common room gives us a space to do work and to socialise.”

With already a term complete it is nice to reflect on
what we have achieved so far this academic year.
Clubs have been created and established from
Pokémon to Chess Club with new ones always in the
pipeline hoping to come soon. The student leadership
of the school is in full swing again with regular Student
Council meetings. We have been fortunate and had
various visitors last term including Human Utopia,
reinforcing the Heroes programme which students in
Years 9 and above are taking part in.
‘Passion for Learning’ have been onsite running an
Enrichment club, the first of its kind in senior schools in
Chester. ‘Passion for Learning’ are a charity based in
Chester with the aim to promote and support the
enrichment, education and mental wellbeing of school
age children to motivate, empower, and enable them
to fulfil their potential.
We look forward to this term,
there is no slowing down
intended, with trips for the
Enrichment Club to see Oliver
Twist! at Storyhouse and the
Cadets to get a taste of the
Virtual Battlefield Simulator at
Dale Barracks. Links with local
churches continue to grow and thrive and our Student
Council have more topics to discuss, with students
continuing to take leadership positions in the
extracurricular and collective worship of the school .
It is an exciting time to be part of the
Bishops’ family and I for one am looking
forward to the journey ahead.
John Metcalfe
Youth Leader and Administrator

Our students have been working with Collaborate
Media to create a series of podcast recordings as part
of the Cheshire police media competition on the topic
of Hate Crime and protected characteristics. Students
really embrace the opportunity and everyone enjoyed
the recording session and the feedback has been great.
The interactive media workshop was all about
empowering young people to look at hate crime and
incidents, the consequences of this crime, challenging
attitudes towards reporting it and leading the way to a
tolerant society.
One of our recordings has been shortlisted and is the
final. You can listen and vote for our podcast here:
collaboratedigital.com/polls/cheshire-secondary-vote/

School drop off and pick up time is always going to be a
busy time in any community, and it is important we all
do our bit to support our residents, many of whom are
current or former students and parents of Bishops’. In
recent weeks we have received several telephone calls
and emails from concerned residents who have had
access to their properties blocked or ended up walking
in the road due to cars parked on the pavement curbs .
We ask that parents and carers who are dropping off
and collecting students be considerate of residents
when parking to collect their children. There are
number of other schools and nurseries in close
proximity, and we all need to play our part. We also
ask that when you park, please can you switch off your
engine and when travelling in the area that you stick to
the legal speed limit of 20mph.

A first of a kind programme,
bringing together 14-19
year-olds from hundreds
of schools and colleges
across the UK, to a shared,
virtual book club.

We will meet weekly in
W12 on Wednesdays
from 3:30pm—4:30pm
to join the online sessions.
Sessions run from 19th January
to the 9th February.

HOW DO I JOIN THE CLUB?
•

Send a message via this task
on SatchelOne and state your
interest to join by providing
your name and form group.

•

Email Mrs Bates directly at
nbates@bishopschester.co.uk
stating your interest to join,
your name and form group.

•

Pop in and see Mrs Bates in
W12 to sign up.

•

Register your interest by
Friday 14th January.

