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This is somewhat of a bumper edition, covering 
a painting, gardening and RE blog winners! The 
recent sunshine has been fantastic and the 
warmth is no less poignant this year as we 
exit lockdown, and anticipate relaxing 
restrictions in schools from June.  I hope we 
can once again enjoy many of the things that 
are so important to our well-being and integral 
to our daily lives.  The sunshine and the Easter 
message may bring a renewed sense of feeling 
“alive” and I would like to share this poem of 
the same name by the Welsh poet and 
Anglican priest, RS Thomas.   

Ian Wilson 

Headteacher 

 

It is alive. It is you, 

God. Looking out I can see 

no death. The earth moves, the 

sea moves, the wind goes 

on its exuberant 

journeys. Many creatures 

reflect you, the flowers 

your colour, the tides the precision 

of your calculations. There 

is nothing too ample 

for you to overflow, nothing 

so small that your workmanship 

is not revealed. I listen 

and it is you speaking. 

I find the place where you lay 

warm. At night, if I waken, 

there are the sleepless conurbations 

of the stars. The darkness 

is the deepening shadow 

of your presence; the silence a 

process in the metabolism 

of the being of love. 

RS Thomas 

 

 
 



It is wonderful to be in the position of welcoming all 
students back to school at the start of this term. The 
entire school community has worked so hard to rise to 
the challenges of the last year, and I want to extend 
my thanks to everyone – students, families, staff and 
governors - for their positive attitudes and for taking a 
‘can do’ approach to the many hurdles we have faced.  

I am also delighted that work on our new building is 

now getting underway. Plans for the school to expand 

have been developed over a number of years and it is 

fantastic that the local authority funding is now in 

place and work on the nine new classrooms, additional 

dining area and other improvements can begin. This 

sustainable growth of our school will ensure that 

Bishops’ can continue to support all our students with 

opportunities to flourish and succeed. 

David Walsh 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

Please continue to call in promptly to report if your 
child is unwell or has an appointment. 01244 313806 
and select option 2 or email 
attendance@bishopschester. To find out more about 
our attendance policy click here: https://
bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/  

 

2021/2022 
LAST DAY 

IN SCHOOL 
DATE OF 

RE-OPENING 

Half Term Fri 28 May Mon 7 June 

End of  
Summer Term 

Wed 21 July 
Thur 2 Sept  

(Y7 only) 
Fri 3 Sept 

May   3 Bank Holiday 

 10 INSET day 

 17 Year 8 & 9 HPV vaccinations 

 21 Year 8 Humanutopia Day 

 25 Year 11 Whole Year Photo 

 28 Year 9 Humanutopia Day 

 

A massive congratulations to Year 7 who hit the 

milestone number of 100,000 BESt points. The first-

year group to ever do so. This huge achievement is a 

testament to our students who have been working 

brilliantly in what has been a unique academic year. 

Students have been awarded BESt points for 

their hard work, acts of kindness, and individual 

achievements.    

To celebrate and mark such an achievement Year 7 

enjoyed a party to celebrate everything they have 

achieved this year. Keep up the good work . 

https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Attendance-Policy-Sept-20-including-COVID-.pdf
https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Attendance-Policy-Sept-20-including-COVID-.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There was something special about the Year 7 half 

year group Easter services held on Maundy Thurs-

day, the day we broke up for Easter. It was amazing 

to think about the power behind the Easter story. It 

was humbling to think about the sacrifice that Jesus 

made in order to show our value to God. It was uplift-

ing to be able to listen to powerful words of hymns 

and prayers. Yet it is not these things that really im-

pacted me this year. For this year it was the first time 

that we had been able to meet in a group larger than 

a class for worship. Covid-19 has impacted collective 

worship in all sorts of ways but year 7 have felt that 

impact the most. So, there was something wonderful 

and hopeful about the fact that half of the year group 

was able to meet together in this Covid secure way. 

Actually meeting together for the first time.  It was 

unusual to have classes clad in facemasks sat so far 

apart from each other and so far away from the front. 

It was strange to sit with the doors open to allow air 

flow and it was certainly an experience to disinfecting 

all 120 seats between services, but this was far out-

shone by the beauty of being community together. It 

is true that these are early steps, but they truly 

brought joy in a profound way. Easter speaks hope 

into a broken world, it doesn’t promise a world with-

out pain or suffering, but the resurrection points to 

the fact that suffering is not the end. It may be some 

time before we are all able to meet together fully as 

we would like but to see year 7 actually meeting one 

another reminds me that this will pass and that there 

is hope for the future.  

Rev. Paul North 

School Chaplain 

 

The new Children’s Commissioner for Eng-

land, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched the larg-

est ever consultation to find out parent’s concerns 

and aspirations about the future, so that we can put 

children at the heart of our country’s recovery from 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

Parents, care leaders and those working with chil-

dren are invited to complete the adult survey to 

share their views about the future for children and 

young people today, and what they think is holding 

young people back. 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s 

Commissioner identify the barriers preventing chil-

dren from reaching their potential, put forward solu-

tions and set ambitious goals for the country to 

achieve.  

  

We  welcome your views and would like your   

feedback on the aspects of school life at Bishops’ 

what we are excelling in and the areas which you 

feel there could be improvement. The questionnaire 

is anonymous and the results will contribute to our 

planning for the school after Covid restrictions.  

Link to the Questionnaire here 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EY86TmLfT0q6robhjIFAwPwIZeEQrR9GqIAsaxjQ_b9UQU1LVkFGUTdNOUxHTkgwRktJVkNURDhWSy4u


In Year 7 so far students have 

had a flavour of two foreign languages and received 
one hour per week of teaching in each of French and 
German. The MFL department have a wide range of 
language skills from Japanese to Catalan and we have 
reflected on languages which enable children to feel 
progress and success.  

From September we plan to offer Spanish as part of 
the language choice for September. Lockdown has 
limited the styles of language learning this year so we 
propose to use the time remaining in school this year 
with Year 7 to introduce Spanish. Therefore from 7th 
June all German lessons will switch to Spanish, whilst 
French lessons will continue in the same timetabled 
lesson. Language teachers for Year 7 will not change 
for the rest of the academic year because we are bless 
with staff who can teach both German and Spanish. 

From September students in Year 8 will then specialise 
in either Spanish or French and learn it for four hours 
per fortnight. This will allow students to progress faster 
and broaden their knowledge sufficiently to form a 
stronger and more solid foundation on which to build 
their GCSE studies.  

This year’s North West CCF Central Camp 

will be held at Altcar Training Camp near Southport, 

17th - 19th July. Due to the situation with COVID-19 the 

summer camp format will be different to previous 

years. The aim of Camp 2021 is to bring Cadets 

together to undertake focused, fund, Army Cadet 

activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our own CCF instructor Mr Evans has 
completed a  ‘lockdown project’ which will be 
exhibited in the regimental museum 
in Carnarfon castle.  The painting is called ‘Yr Arwr’ (the 
hero) after the poem that won the bardic throne in the 
Eisteddfod held at Birkenhead in 1917.  The poet's nom 
de plume was Hedd Wynn, otherwise known as Ellis 
Evans.  On announcing the winner of the prize, it was 
then announced the real name of the poet – and that 
he had died the week before at the Battle of 
Passchendaele.  He should not have been there as he 
was a Christian pacifist but chose to go in his brother's 
place.  The poet is the one making eye contact in the 
painting, reaching out – like in his poetry.     

 
 

It is likely that the roads and public transport  system will 

be busier now that schools and more businesses have reopened. When travelling to school please: 

• If you live a short distance from the school, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school wherever it is possible 

and safe to do so 

• Avoid sharing a car with anyone outside your household or support bubble. 

• Wear a face covering  on public transport (unless you are exempt) It is important you wear them for entire-

ty  of the journey. 

• Wash or sanitise your hands regularly  

• Be considerate to fellow passengers and staff 



The Wake-up Wednesday campaign is run by National 

Online Safety and is viewed as one of the most trusted 

and reputable learning resources in the UK, providing 

expert advice on the latest platforms and online risks 

that parents and carers need to know about through 

an engaging and content rich design. A brand-new 

guide is released every Wednesday.  

Each week the guides are shared on National Online 
Safety’s Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn profiles . 

Click the picture to read their latest one about 
‘Snapchat’ 

For more information about how you can support 
your child online click the link: https://
bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/
Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.
pdf  

 

 

We’ve made a small donation (just under £200) to 

Classrooms in the Clouds charity from our small event 

at Christmas & are going to be supporting CITC with 

creating science resources to use when teaching 

children in Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fund raised by Bishops’ students have been used to 

support students when working at home during the 

global pandemic & to purchase school resources to 

make school communities safe. We are excited to 

support our sister schools in Nepal with their next 

project by providing science practical ideas & lesson 

plans to deliver to students as they return to learning 

on-site. 

We’re so happy to have school open and all our 

students have returned. We want to pass on our well 

done and thanks as we know it’s been a unique return 

to school and students have taken it in their stride.  

To ensure our school community’s safety we 

encourage families to continue to regularly complete 

Lateral Flow tests at home. All results should be 

submitted to NHS track and trace and positive results  

sent to school at testresult@bishopschester.co.uk. 

 

 
 

https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
mailto:testresult@bishopschester.co.uk
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/snapchat


Many students in Years 7 – 9 recently took part in an 

exciting competition run by the RE Department and 

the national organisation RE: ONLINE. The challenge, 

to write a 500-word blog entitled `Why does RE 

matter?`, resulted in some incredible pieces of writing 

about the value and importance of RE within the 

school curriculum and in the lives of our children. The 

entries of five students were selected to represent the 

school in the national competition and, before Easter, 

each of these students received an Easter egg as a 

reward for their mature, insightful, and thought-

provoking blogs. We have now learnt that Maxwell 

Smith, Year 9, has been selected as one of the national 

winners with Niamh Shapland, Year 8, also receiving a 

certificate for a `highly commended` entry. We are 

very proud of all of our students for showing how RE 

contributes meaningfully to their lives, helping them to 

be the very best versions of themselves and preparing 

them for life in our multi-faith society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declan Lewis (Year 8), Iris Freeman (Year 8), Maxwell 

Smith (Year 9), Niamh Shapland (Year 8) and Beatrice 

Wood (Year 8) created outstanding blogs and 

represented Bishops` in the national RE: ONLINE 

competition, with Maxwell winning and Niamh being 

`highly commended` 

 

 
 

RE Students Succeed 

Some of the things our students said in their blogs! 

Religious education is more than just a safe space 
to ask questions about other cultures and reli-
gions: it is a subject that enables you to find your 
own voice and your own beliefs. 

Maxwell Smith, Year 9 

RE matters because learning about different reli-

gions helps us to become more open minded as 

human beings. It helps us create a more diverse 

community within the school and, later on in life, a 

more diverse world since we are the next genera-

tion. 

Isabella Fabby, Year 7 

Because of RE, we know how the earth was made. 

Because of RE, we know different religions, and so 

on. But most of all, because of RE we know who 

we are and what we believe in.   

Gabriella Nesbitt, Year 7 

RE also helps me to develop personally and create 

a better relationship with God. For example, some-

times I might feel disconnected but then I remem-

ber that God is always with me, no matter what.  

Niamh Shapland, Year 8 



Talking is one of the most important tools used to 

improve your mental health and wellbeing. With this 

in mind, we are thrilled to be launching ‘Bishops’ Let’s 

Talk’. This is a new initiative run by our Mental Health 

Support Group, which is made up of teaching and 

support staff.  

The Sunflower Room is now open. A new location 

between The Prayer Space and The Sanctuary. 

Students will also be able to email 

letstalk@bishopschester.co.uk if they have a concern 

or feel that they would benefit from having a 

conversation with somebody. In the email, students 

can also let us know if there is a particular member of 

the team they would feel more comfortable speaking 

with. Please be aware that the inbox will only be 

monitored during school hours. If the conversation is 

of an urgent matter outside of school times, it is 

important to speak to somebody at home, or contact 

one of the numbers below.  

On the 31st March a review into sexual abuse in 

education settings alongside a dedicated helpline to 

provide support and guidance to adults and children 

who have been victims of abuse.  The new dedicated, 

confidential helpline will be run by the NSPCC and is 

available to current or past victims as well as parents, 

carers or professionals with concerns. The dedicated 

NSPCC helpline number is 0800 136 663. or visit 

website https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-

opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline. 

 

 

This week we launched with student’s our Personal 

Development Portal. A place on our website which 

students, parents and carers can access to find advice 

on citizenship, eating disorders, bereavement advice, 

health, LGBTQ+, mental health and online safety. There 

is also a link to our Careers portal which will has the 

latest information about college course, 

apprenticeships as well as resources and article about 

interview preparation and how to write a CV. To access 

the portal click the parents tab on the school website 

or follow the link: https://bishopschester.co.uk/

personal-development-portal/  

 

 

 
 

mailto:letstalk@bishopschester.co.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/personal-development-portal/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/personal-development-portal/


The Diocese of Chester has joined up with 

environmental charity Caring for God's Acre to 

provide a number of webinars in a series titled 

Outdoor Connections. The webinars are aimed 

specifically at encouraging churches to make better use 

of their churchyards as places of ecological and social 

significance. 

Outdoor spaces are more significant than ever as we 

emerge from isolation. The Outdoor connections 

project invites people from parishes across the diocese 

of Chester to a number of webinars, starting in May, 

giving training and encouragement. To get involved 

click the link: https://

community.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/register/diocese-

of-chester-talks/ 

We would like to care for God’s acre 

too! If you have green fingers or know someone who 

would enjoy this flexible role—we are looking for a 

part-time gardener. They must have experience and be 

able to maintain the shrub and flower beds around the 

school site. The role will be for 2 hours per –week 

£9.55, with hours possibly increasing in the summer 

months.  To apply for the role please contact our 

facilities, health and safety manager Sarah Hewitt. 

01244  313806 or school@bishopschester.co.uk . Email 

today! 

 
 

The UKMT is a charity that aims 

to improve the education of young people in mathe-

matics. They run competitions throughout the year 

which include team challenges as well as the individual 

challenges. This challenge was the Intermediate Maths 

Challenge for Years 10 and 11. It encourages mathe-

matical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in 

using basic mathematical techniques to solve inter-

esting problems . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all of this year’s winners: 

 

BRONZE 

Cole, Emily, Adam, Lottie, Emily, Edie, Alex, Louie, 

Lizzie, Denis, Amy and Megan.  

SILVER 

Gregory, Oscar, Molly and Martha 

GOLD 

Sam and Niall 

https://community.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/register/diocese-of-chester-talks/
https://community.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/register/diocese-of-chester-talks/
https://community.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/register/diocese-of-chester-talks/


As we are returning to normality it is important that 

students continue to follow Bishops’ Expected 

Standards (BESt).  To see our uniform policy please visit 

our website - https://bishopschester.co.uk/years-7-11/

uniform/ . We will be continuing to ask students to 

wear masks in lessons and in communal spaces until 

the guidance has been updated. It’s important 

students also come prepared for their lessons and 

ready to begin work. Students should bring with them 

pens, pencils, ruler, scientific calculator, and the 

correct PE kit. 

 

 

 

 

 

As more and more activities and places are reopening 

up across the country we are looking at how we can 

run our Summer extra-curricular program safely for all 

students. A timetable of activities will be shared with 

parents and carers once this is finalised. Schools are 

still subject to bubbles and distancing which is limiting.  

In the meantime we are happy to announce that Pre-

Assemble will be restarting Monday May 17th in the 

Lecture Theatre for Year 7 students. Further details will 

be shared by Mr Otton. 

 

Since the launch of our new website last year we have 

been continually working to improve it’s functionality 

so it becomes a useful one-stop shop of information 

for parents and carers. Part of this is our school events 

calendar, as we are slowly moving towards things 

opening we thought now was the time to launch our 

new look calendar. All upcoming events and activities 

will be posted onto this page. This includes 

vaccinations, school photo days and other key events. 

To see this information please visit https://

bishopschester.co.uk/about-our-school/calendar/ 

Congratulations Faith and well done. Faith donated 

17cm of her own hair to help children affected by hair 

loss. 

 

 

 
 

  

https://bishopschester.co.uk/years-7-11/uniform/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/years-7-11/uniform/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/about-our-school/calendar/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/about-our-school/calendar/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


