Before

After

Welcome everyone to March
and Lent with the promise they
hold!
All at Bishops’ are proud of our
students
and
their
achievements, especially as we
move with hope towards school
re-opening in March. There has
been a great deal of work to maintain an educational
offer, navigate safety and examination regulations and
have students and staff in school throughout. As
adults we can process events and to our students I say
this –
You are the future and that future is not written. There
are challenges but there always have been and always
will be: we know we will get through this together. We
have complete faith in you. We want you to know that;
more than anything. We cannot imagine what you will
achieve. But we are so excited to see and be a part of
it. We will see you back in school in March. Whatever
happens next, it will just be another step in your
journey to flourishing and living ‘life in all its
fullness.’ (John 10:10).

We are pleased to announce that planning approval
has been received to complete works on W block. The
building work should begin shortly which will give us
eight additional classrooms, an ICT suite, new toilets
and office space. There will also be solar panels on the
roof and heat pumps fitted—no gas as we do our bit
for God’s creation.

Prayer
Loving God, thank you that you look for us and that
you find us and you welcome us into your family.
Thank you that you receive us with open arms. Amen.
Ian Wilson
Headteacher

Over the last few terms we have been investing in our
young people to ensure our school keeps up with the
needs of our education In September 2021 when we
welcome our third cohort of 210 students.

Our Science block has recently had electrical works and
a new roof! The interior work to five science labs was
completed over half term.

Along with our ever improving facilities we will be
creating an additional food serving area this summer
for students to use during break and lunchtime. It’s an
exciting time at Bishops’ and we look forward to
creating spaces which will enable staff and students to
be known, nurtured and inspired.

As we look forward to the start of Spring,
we have renewed hope that all students will
soon be back in school. The resilience
demonstrated by the Bishops’ community
over the last year of ongoing changes has
been hugely impressive, and I am confident
that despite the weariness many are now feeling, the
next few months will be a time for looking forward
with positivity.
I would like to extend my thanks to the staff and
parent volunteers involved in setting up and running
the school’s lateral flow testing facility. This was
initially established with very little notice and over the
last half term it has been running smoothly for those
on-site. It will be extended as more students return to
school and will be an important part of the measures in
place to keep everyone safe.
Work continues towards the planned school
expansion, with building work for our block of nine
new classrooms expected to start in the next few
weeks. The governors are very pleased to have secured
this investment in the future of the school, which will
provide excellent facilities to support Bishops’
sustainable growth.
David Walsh
Chair of Governors

This project shows everyone in education being the
best of themselves! The Chester community has
approached the many challenges of these times with
kindness and compassion. I would like to extend our
thanks to The King’s School for co-ordinating with
partners to enable Electronic
Devices to support our at home
learners during this period of
lockdown. The Chester Schools
Together partnership is all about
collaboration
and
working
together. Schools supporting
each
other
during
these
uncertain times can only benefit
the students and enable them to
flourish!

Fairness and flexibility are at the heart of the
government’s plans to ensure young people get to
their next stage of education or training.
The Education Secretary announced that students will
receive grades awarded and determined by teachers,
with pupils only assessed on what they have been
taught. No algorithms will be used.
Teachers will submit grades to exam boards by Friday
18 June. This allows as much teaching time as possible
before teachers make their assessments.
Results days for GCSE, A level and some vocational
qualifications will take place in the week beginning 9
August – moved forward from the week beginning 23
August. These earlier dates provide additional time for
appeals to be completed, so students reliant on those
outcomes to achieve their university offer have the
best chance of accessing a place.
To support teachers in making their judgements, exam
boards will provide detailed guidance before the end
of the spring term.
The Secretary of State for education has sent a letter to
Ofqual’s Chief Regulator about how GCSE, AS, A level
and vocational and technical qualifications should be
awarded in 2021.

We want to share our thanks with PHS who have
donated 5 brand new desktop computers, each with a
monitor, keyboard, mouse, webcam and Wi-Fi
capability.
We want to ensure
that all students have
access to technology
at home in some form
and these donations
will support our most
vulnerable students if,
or when, learning is
disrupted by families
having to isolate, or
we end up in a local
lock down situation.

Students will now need to wear masks in the
classroom. A face mask has been part of our uniform
since September and students will be expected to wear
them around school.
Updates

Space

We’re really looking forward to having students back
onsite. While students have been learning remotely
our site team have been busy painting corridors and
classrooms. W13 has had brand new carpet and the
field has had fresh lines painted ready for the warmer
weather games.

Social distancing is still in force and students should
remain 2metres away from staff members and
students who are not in the same year bubble.

To enable all years to access hot food and use their
online account a temporary ‘snack shack’ which will
serve hot and cold food and refreshments to students
has been built in the amphitheatre. There is a little bit
of work still to do before Mr Agnew and the rest of the
kitchen team can get to work but we think this will be a
really great addition to the food provision we have on
offer. Year’s 9 and 10 will have access initially during
their staggered lunches and eventually a new
permanent catering area will be created.

A return to routine
When we reopen our doors to year groups from
Monday 8th March students will be following the same
staggered timetable as before the Christmas break.

Year Group

Entrance/Exit
and Hand
sanitiser station

Staggered finish
time (*Tuesday)

Year 7

Sports Hall

2.55pm (*1.55pm)

Year 8

D/C Block

3.00pm (*2.00pm)

Year 9

D/C Block

3.05pm (*2.05pm)

Year 10

D/C Block

3.10pm (*2.10pm)

Year 11

Sports Hall

3.15pm (*2.15pm)

Sixth Form

Sports Hall

3.15pm (2.15pm)

2021/2022

LAST DAY
IN SCHOOL

DATE OF
RE-OPENING

End of
Spring Term

Thurs 1 April

Mon 19 April

Half Term

Fri 28 May

Mon 7 June
Thurs 2 Sept

End of
Summer Term

Wed 21 July

(Y7 + Y12 only)

Friday 3 Sept
(rest of school)

Hands
We carefully apply our risk assessments and as before
in every classroom and around the site we have hand
sanitiser stations. Students will need to sanitise their
hands when entering and exiting classrooms, dining
spaces and entering and leaving the premises.
Face
We have asked staff and students to wear masks in
communal indoor areas such as corridors and toilets.

Back in 2017 we began our STEM journey having
become one of only 10 secondary schools in the UK to
receive the prestigious ‘STEM Assured’ validation from
the STEM Foundation. Since then, Mrs Davies has
added STEM inspired breakfasts and workshops hosted
by local companies, employer links have been at the
forefront of our careers’ education with Dr Toczyski.
We have celebrated several students achieving success
in the Arkwright Scholarship programme. By

launch our own STEAM club and look to participate in
our first season of the F1 in Schools challenge.
Photography is to be introduced as a GCSE option for
the first time this year as part of the programme.

showcasing the talents of our teaching staff, ICT
technicians and site team we have now designed and
installed our own STEM or should I say ‘STEAM’ hub.
As a school we know our students and recognised the
importance of creative subjects in their education. By
ensuring that each subject has dedicated curriculum
time during KS3 we enable students to access a full and
varied curriculum when the time comes to pick their
options. This nurtured approach is embedded in our 7year curriculum.

To keep creativity at the forefront of our curriculum,
the importance of the arts being incorporated into
STEM education has undeniable benefits, STEAM
supports our school vision and values of KNOWN,
NURTURED and INSPIRED as it allows students’
personality and individuality to flourish - to be the best
version of themselves. By integrating STEAM, you can
be a designer, digital artist, coder, art director, or a
scientist and engineer all at the same time.
If you would like to become involved of support our
STEAM initiative, please contact Mr Hooker via email at
SHooker@bishopschester.co.uk.

We know that our creative subjects have
suffered during the pandemic due to
necessary government restrictions, but it
is through STEAM that, as a nation, we
have been able to develop vaccines and
new ways of working digitally that will
lead us to a brighter future.
Four years on and we are changing
tracks. From September 2021, it will be
‘full steam ahead’ as we hammer (pardon
the pun) the A into STEM and Art, Design,
Technology and Engineering will be at
the heart of STEAM at Bishops’.
KS3 students will be able to make use of
the facilities in these subjects as we

March 8th 2021 #choosetochallenge
Mrs Mooney will be leading assemblies to mark
International Women’s Day on 8th March, reflecting on
why we still need celebrate this day in the calendar.
Although progress has been made since IWD was first
celebrated in 1911, there is still more we can do close
the gender gap. Over 75% of unpaid carers are women
and women are likely to be paid, on average, 23% less
than men. The theme for this year’s IWD is
#choosetochallenge.

During the pandemic, it hasn’t been
possible to complete DofE in the traditional
way. Nevertheless, pupils in years 10 and
11 have been working hard towards their
Bronze DofE certificate, which recognises
their achievements in the areas of
volunteering, physical activity and skill. The
DofE has worked hard to ensure that
young people are still able to participate
and achieve by adapting the requirements.
We have been extremely impressed by the
variety of activities Bishops’ students have
undertaken during this time. Painting in
the community, cooking at home, helping
the local community, volunteering for local
Scout Group, litter-picking, walking.

Also, we were able to award 60 year 12
pupils who completed their Bronze DofE
just before the pandemic restrictions
struck- this was our biggest cohort of
Bronze
DofE
students
thus
far.
Congratulations to all involved!
Mr Owen and Mrs Mooney

Year 9 is an exciting and important time in your child’s
education when students have the opportunity to
choose their own subjects to complement the core
curriculum at KS4. It is important to view this process
as a milestone within their seven-year journey towards
Sixth Form or into further education or training if Sixth
Form is not for them.

During these unusual times, notifications about
upcoming virtual events are being advertised via
SMHW. This term information on open evenings and
work experience amongst other opportunities have
been sent to relevant students. Dr. Toczyski has nearly
completed her training to become a careers advisor and
is now available for one to one appointments.

We trust our students to make these important choices
and have put together a program of events during our
designated Options week which will commence
Monday 15th March. During this week, students will be
given information about the options available to them
and supported and guided through this important
decision-making process. Miss Sadler, Mrs Mooney and
form tutors will be available to help and advise
students. In addition to this, the parents evening
scheduled for Thursday 18th March will be a designated
options parents evening in which discussions can be
had with members of staff for options subjects. Core
subjects, Maths, English, Science and Religious Studies
will have a parents evening Thursday 5th July. It is
important that students make informed choices based
on subjects that they have an aptitude for but also an
enthusiasm and enjoyment for, in order to be
successful.

If you are undecided about your GCSE option choices or
what you would like to do after Year 11, please email
her at ctoczyski@bishopschester.co.uk to arrange a
careers appointment on Teams.

See program below for full timetable.
Mrs L Mooney, Timetable and Options Pathways Lead
Miss Sadler, Head of Year 9
Date

Event

Monday
15th March

Mrs Mooney and Miss Sadler launch options week
& introduce options process.
Careers guidance/ interviews with students by Dr
Toczyski.
Options booklet available to students and parents.

Students begin thinking about 7 year
journey, thinking about options.

Tuesday
16th March

Heads of Subject give talks to Year 9
students about KS4 subjects.
Mrs Mooney interviews Year 10/11
students about the options process last year.

Students hear from older students
and HOS about KS4 courses and
options process.

Wednesday
17th March

Mrs Mooney gives options online
training.

Students given guidance about
making options choices on SIMs
options online.

Thursday
18th March

Parents evening with a focus on options subjects.

Discussions around options and
suitability for courses.

Friday
19th March

Options goes live.
Students make choices.

Students have 1 week in which to
make choices.

Our current Year 7 students are proving to be a
particularly resilient year group! As we are all aware
their final year at Primary school was interrupted by
the initial lockdown, and they were unable to
participate in the normal events associated with the
end of their primary school journey.
Not to be put-off, staff ensured that a programme of
transition events was still able to take place and, whilst
it might have looked a little different to previous years,
our new students were able to enjoy virtual tours,
personalised communications from current staff and
students, and socially-distanced meetings in the Sports
Hall in their new tutor groups!
Both Miss Thursby and Mrs Evans were delighted to be
able to receive students and parents onsite prior to the
summer holidays, to offer some reassurance and to
being building relationships. Mrs Evans has fond
memories of 'getting to know you' activities facilitated
by a crabbing net, Miss Thursby of getting to know
parents in a very well ventilated Bistro! Students that
visited site had the opportunity to meet their Head
Teacher, Form Tutor, Year Leader, Pastoral Support
Officer and School Chaplain before the summer break.
Relationships continued to be built through our new
for 2020 transition project ‘Be Awesome, Go Big';
students regularly sent activities they had completed
via e-mail and many more were shared within the first
few weeks of school. Miss Thursby and Mrs Evans
were overwhelmed by the quantity and quality of work
produced, and enjoyed sending out certificates to
everyone who completed work, as well as putting up a
display to celebrate some of our very favourites.
Year 7 have coped remarkably well with their transition
to The Bishops’ High school, they are a year group that
adapt well to change and have proved their resilience
over and over again. They are now in their second
lockdown, which will look very different to their first
whilst in primary school. All other year groups knew
what to expect in terms on online learning but for Year
7 this was another learning experience, and has been
one which they have wholeheartedly embraced. A
reflection of this is the BESt point reward total for Year
7, which currently stands at a whopping 108,311: the
highest we’ve ever celebrated, and we are only half
way through the year!
Well done Year 7 and keep up the hard work.
Miss Thursby & Mrs Evans

Further to the newsletter shared by Miss Cairns on
mental health and wellbeing for Children's mental
health week we hosted our first parent information
session on personal development and wellbeing with a
representative from Kooth. We have some further we
have some further parent information sessions to
share with you:
Tuesday 2nd March 7.00pm - 8.00pm
A representative from the Amy Winehouse Foundation
will be hosting an informative presentation about
making informed choices around drugs and
alcohol. Please see the foundations website for further
information and click on the attached link at
7.00pm on Tuesday 2nd March to join the
presentation. amywinehousefoundation.org/
Zoom Details:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/93422411385?
pwd=aGxrS3pEOUVLcjFINVFoYkZzc2Rrdz09
Meeting ID: 934 2241 1385
Passcode: wab9Hv

Tuesday 16th March
A representative from Start Profile will be hosting an
online presentation on this piece of career’s software.
They will show you how to register to access this
career profiling piece of software and how to get the
most out of all the additional features that it offers.
Tuesday 30th March
Detective Sergeant Adam Norton is hosting an online
presentation on County Lines. The content of the
presentation will include information about County
Lines, the national and local picture, signs of criminal
exploitation in children and will share ways in which
parents can support their child if suspecting
involvement in gangs or criminal behaviour.
Use this link to join the meeting: Parental Police
Training Offer — County Lines

classrooms, staffrooms, tutor rooms, online and in our
offices that students can browse and explore.
“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to
stay where we are”- Mason Cooley.
This quote has been an inspiration for students at
Bishops’ who have continued to find delight in reading
both in school and during the recent lockdown.
Restrictions may have stopped us exploring our
own world but it has not stopped our imaginations
soaring as they encountered all sorts of fictional
worlds.
Students in year 7 and year 8 began their reading
journey this year with a ticket to a new world through
their Bookbuzz book. This programme from
The Booktrust was launched in November with a very
kind donation from St Luke’s Church. Each student got
to choose their own book from a wide selection with
even the most reluctant of readers finding something
to suit them. Form time did indeed buzz as the books
arrived and then it quickly descended into silence as
students, and their tutors, were eager to dive into their
new worlds and read entirely for pleasure.
During the recent lockdown students have continued
to have fortnightly reading lessons enjoying a diverse
range of short stories and reading along with
authors such as Neil Gaiman as they read their own
work.
As we begin to prepare for our first Virtual World Book
Day, Bishops continues to buzz about reading. We are
finding that although the school library is not yet
fully open, we have little libraries everywhere: in

As inspiration for your own little library we offer our
students at Bishops’ yearly reading challenges and
many of our Year 8 students have only a few books left
to read to complete the 9-Before-Y9 reading
challenge. Oliver N has been busy this lockdown
working through the reading list and answering the
questions about the text to secure loads of BESt points
to spend at school on his return.
We know all our feeder primary schools foster that
eagerness to read, so this year we developed a
7-Before-7 challenge that took in a range of books that
would engage, educate, and entertain Year 6 pupils in
a bid to harness the enthusiasm that new Year 7
students arrive with every year. Each book is
accompanied by a task that’s either creative or
comprehensive and we saw some great responses this
year with 80% of our new Year 7 students having read
at least one of the books. Dylan S was an absolute star
who completed the whole challenge and turned his
responses into his own book!
Our challenge includes a range of books that
will engage, educate, and entertain. We have mixed in
some classic books alongside newer texts that explore
a range of topics on SEN issues, teenage mental health
and the BAME community. If any Year 6 pupils want to
get started on the challenge we would encourage you
to take a look at the list and see which new adventure
you want to embark on. All responses can be
exchanged for BESt points when you start with us in
September.

Although we miss all our students dearly we are so
proud with how they are all coping with the most
challenging of times and we are very excited to start
welcoming students back from the 8th March. It has
been a really busy term for us in Sixth Form supporting
students with their Post 18 applications to a wide
range of destinations ranging from the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge to Degree Apprenticeships at
national organisations such as Nestle and United
Utilities. We are delighted that so many of our
students have already heard back from their
applications and have been successfully offered places
or interviews for next year. Supporting and guiding our
students with their aspirations is one of the most
rewarding aspects to working alongside our talented
Sixth Formers.
We also staged our very first Virtual Sixth Form Open
evening (which I’m pleased to say as a Technology
teacher worked seamlessly), where all of the next
generation of Sixth Form students had the opportunity
to tour our campus virtually, engage in materials on
the plethora of exciting courses we offer and speak live
with our Sixth Form leadership team, course leaders
and student representatives. It was a fantastic event
and we have already received over 100 applications
from students looking to join us for next September
from here at Bishops and a range of other local
secondaries. The deadline for applications is this
Monday.
Please visit https://bishopschester.co.uk/sixth-form/
apply-now/

Students were challenged to make a meal using food
they already had at home or was close to it’s used by
date so it is not wasted. We were really impressed with
the delicious meals our students rustled up!

You might like to thank God for each one of these
blessings. You could do this with graphed or squared
paper too.

Count Your blessings
One of the tasks on offer to our
students on our recent Nurture day was
an exercise in thanksgiving. Using lines
and colour, students were encouraged
to stop and think of things that they
were truly grateful for.
This really challenged me personally, rather than
moaning about the slow Wi-Fi at home perhaps I
should be grateful that all my family have devices to be
able to access it. Rather than being frustrated at how
challenging it is to concentrate on my work, perhaps I
should be thankful to God for all the time I get to
spend with my family that I wouldn’t usually have had.
This list could easily continue.
Working from home certainly makes me thankful for
the students at Bishops’, for their energy, enthusiasm
and excitement, something that I miss in my work from
home days. When I am in school, I am reminded why I
am so grateful for the staff at Bishops’, their
unfaltering dedication, devotion and determination for
the students at Bishops’ to succeed is incredible. I get
to witness this from behind the scenes.
Stopping to be thankful helps me to see where God is
at work and recognise all that he has given to me. In
Philippians Paul encourages the church to be thankful,
‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.’ Philippians 4:6
Being thankful helps to give us confidence in
worrying situations we face because it draws to
attention all the good things. Recognising all God
done gives us confidence in every situation, even
worrying and challenging times like the ones we
currently in.

the
our
has
the
are

The activity in case you want to try it.
Count your blessings. This activity helps us to be
thankful. Take a piece of paper. With your pencil draw
a random line continually over the paper until you
have a crisscrossed pattern. Now take a colouring
pencil or pen and slowly colour in one of the sections.
As you colour in a section think of something or
someone that you are thankful for (your parents, your
friends, your school, your health, your mobile, your
football team, your dog….the list is endless).

Rev. Paul North

On February 9th we had our first Nurture Day. The aim
was to give students as much time as possible away
from their screens so that they could engage with their
personal and spiritual development in creative ways.
The three main aims:

Nurture spiritual development—focussing on you and
God. Time to spend on yourself and what you love.
Nurturing your wellbeing—working on your
development as a person
Nurture your relationships—thinking about how you
can serve and support others.
We were impressed by the ingenuity and activities our
students did that day!

