
 

A new year brings optimism, 
hope and a sense of expectation, 
as we look forward to what lies 
ahead in 2021. As the pandemic 
takes a greater hold and we 
enter another lockdown, we 
certainly need this more than 
ever, and a desire for some 

‘good news.’ Whilst we don’t fully know what this new 
year will bring, we can find hope and strength in God’s 
word and seek to adopt a positive outlook that things 
will get better and there will be ‘good news’ ahead. 
God’s love, expressed most powerfully in Jesus Christ, 
offers encouragement, hope and strength for the tasks 
that lie ahead. 

Only one day into the new term the Bishops’ 
community had to rise to more challenges, 
immediately putting in place plans and resources to 
ensure learning, exams, free school meals and virus 
testing is in place. The paramount focus remains the 
safety and well-being of staff and pupils. We all 
understand the demands and strain the lockdown 
presents for both school and parents. Please find 
within our newsletter a variety of advice and news to 
keep us functioning as a strong community.   

With best wishes. 

Ian Wilson 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the prayer space at school is an 
inflatable minion; It’s Kevin in case you 
were wondering. Why we have Kevin  
in the prayer space is an interesting 
question. Kevin was a prop for a piece 
of drama that a group of students  
performed in a service at Chester 
Cathedral several years ago. It is funny 

how to me this inflatable cartoon character is a 
reminder that God is with us, God is in charge and God 
has ‘got this’ in even the toughest of times.    

You see the drama piece was a witty, engaging retelling 
of Jesus calming the storm as told in three 
gospels, Matthew 8, Mark 4 and Luke 8. You probably 
recall the incident; Jesus and his disciples are on a boat 
on Lake Galilee when a huge storm blows up. The 
disciples are fearing for their lives – For your 
information, this was the point where a comedy 
inflatable Kevin was grabbed and held onto by a bunch 
of screaming disciples – They think they are going to 
drown and all this time Jesus is asleep in the boat. 
When the fearful disciples wake him up Jesus calms 
the storm with his words.    

When I look at Kevin, I am reminded of Jesus calming 
the storm. I am reminded that in life we will find 
ourselves in situations that seem overwhelming, where 
we feel we can’t cope, where we are fearful. I am 
also reminded that Jesus has power even over the 
wind and the waves, that he is alongside us in our most 
fearful moments and that we can have faith when it 
seems our circumstances are going to overcome us. As 
we battle through our current crisis, maybe we can be 
reminded that God has ‘got this’ and find 
encouragement to keep going.  

Rev. Paul North 
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I hope that everyone has had an enjoyable 
break, albeit one that will have been very 
different from the usual for many. We now 
face a rather different start to 2021 than we 
had expected. 

Looking back on the last several months, the 
resilience of Bishops’ students and staff has been 
incredible, and we are all aware that this resilience will 
continue to be called upon in the coming months. Our 
students have been adaptable and enthusiastic 
learners throughout the pandemic, and staff are 
consistently going above and beyond to ensure that 
learning can continue safely. On behalf of all the 
governors, thank you to the whole school community 
for your efforts so far and for what is still to come. 

Looking forwards, the governors are continuing to 
work towards the planned school expansion, with 
building work expected to begin in the spring. By the 
time the new facilities are in use we will be able to 
reflect that, even during these most challenging of 
times, everyone at Bishops’ continued to look forwards 
and held fast to our aspiration to be the best version of 
ourselves. 

With best wishes for a happy and healthy 2021  

David Walsh  
Chair of Governors   

 

I am pleased to let you know that Bishops’ 
students have made an overwhelmingly 
positive start to this academic year despite 
the challenges they have faced.  

From next week our BESt system will be 
working slightly differently. Ten students in 

every year group will receive a reward in the post. This 
could be for any number of reasons such as, 
outstanding effort with remote learning, outstanding 
individual pieces of work, positive contributions to 
student wellbeing or remote learning, positive 
contributions in form time, effort during class 
challenges or demonstrating resilience while working 
from home.  

We hope that this will help inspire and motivate our 
students while remote learning is taking place.  

Phil Lucas, Senior Year Leader 

 

This is a poem about what hope means to me, 

It's like a ray of sunshine on a stormy sea, 

Hope is like a beacon of light guiding you through a 
gloomy cave, 

Hope is like having someone to lean on, something that 
will save. 

Hope is something that will help you through the good 
times and the bad, 

It can bring a smile onto your face even when you're 
down or sad, 

Hope is having trust in something even when it doesn't 
appear, 

And always having faith no matter what you fear. 

You must never let hope escape from you, 

If you have hope, let your real you shine through, 

Remember, with hope you can believe, 

Don't let anyone tell you that you can't achieve.

We are thrilled to announce that the Charity day held 
last term raised a fantastic £1819.07 for Save the 
Children. This donation will go towards helping some 
of the world’s most disadvantaged children.  



During a period of home study, students are only 
expected to engage with their Remote Learning on the 
days they would be normally be in school. Remote 
Learning tasks are not set over weekends or during our 
published School Holidays. All work for that day will be 
available on Satchel One (Show My Homework) which 
can be accessed on a computer, laptop or smartphone 
(using the app). Parents and carers are also able to 
access the Satchel One app using their parent log-in. 
You’ll be able to see what work has been set along with 
instructions and messages from teaching staff. This is 
part of our Plan for Remote Learning  

It is important for students to follow their normal 
routine – getting up, washed and dressed and eating 
breakfast, at a similar time that they would do for a 
normal school day; allowing breaks when they would 
normally do so on their existing timetable. Students 
should ideally work within the timetabled period to 
complete their tasks, as this is when their Subject 
Teacher will be available for questioning; however, the 
school appreciates that this is not always possible and 
so students should aim to submit work by the next 
working day. Students should use the messaging 
service on Satchel with any questions they may 
have for their Subject Teacher during the timetabled 
hour. 

Students should find a space where they can log onto 
the school website and engage with their timetabled 
tasks over the day. They should avoid distractions by 
working in a space where the TV is off and that any 
social media distractions are also turned off. Being able 
to work in a quiet space will enable students to be able 
to concentrate and enjoy their learning more.  

We want to be able to support our students and 
families through this time so it’s important to let us 
know if students are unable to complete Remote 
Learning tasks by reporting illness related to COVID-19 
by emailing  attendance@bishopschester.co.uk and 
indicating which category below applies. This is to 
ensure that Inclusions Teams are able to support these 
students and their families through increased 
awareness and communication. If you child is unwell 
whilst at home, we would still ask that you contact us 
so we can make a note of this in their pastoral records  

 Category A Student name/form group is showing 
symptoms of COVID – 19.  

 Category B Student name/form group is self-isolating 
because a member of the family is showing the 
symptoms of COVID – 19.   

 Category C Student name/form group is unwell 
(specify reason and any requested further support or 
communication you would like from school)  

 

National Online Safety are offering a free online Safety 
Course to inform and share best practices tips for 
parents with school age students who access 
online. The course takes parents through online 
gaming, mental health and wellbeing, privacy and 
security, online bullying, identity and self-image, online 
platforms and social 
media. The course is 
completely free and you 
can sign-up for it here.  

 

It is important that you look after your mental 

health. Here are some links for parents, carers and 

students. The pastoral team and form tutors are also 

available  to offer support where required. Please get 

in touch, the contact details are available here 

Guidance for parents and carers on supporting 

children and young people’s mental health and 

wellbeing is available here. 

Looking after your feelings and your body.  

Place 2 Be 

file://BHS-VS-FS01/StaffHome$/NonTeachingStaff/EDoak/Remote Learning for Groups of Students  - Guidance for Families and Students u.d. 17 12 20 (002).pdf
mailto:attendance@bishopschester.co.uk
info.nationalonlinesafety.com/free-parents-course
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-co
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/876989/Easy_read_looking_after_your_feelings_and_body.pdf
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/supporting-your-child-s-mental-health/


 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EY86TmLfT0q6robhjIFAwPwIZeEQrR9GqIAsaxjQ_b9UNjM2VkhBSFhSTVQ3UzlGUVZYWDE4Uk1QMS4u


 

It is with some caution that we share this information 
with parents and carers as it could be that allowing a 
student to use an Xbox or PS4 to access their 
schoolwork could inevitably lead them into potential 
distractions and bad habits.  

That said, where families may be struggling to access 
lessons due to the number of devices available in the 
household, the option of now accessing via an Xbox or 
PS4 may be of genuine use. A tutorial video produced 
by another school is here. 

Xbox 

1. Plug a keyboard in to the Xbox USB slot (less than 
£10 from Amazon) 

2. Go into my games and apps 

3. Find Microsoft Edge and select 

4. Type in Office 365 and log in as you would in 
school.  

5. You can then access your work and use key 
packages including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Teams and your emails.  

6. To move around you use the Xbox controller or 
plug in a mouse. 

PlayStation 4 

1. Identify the PlayStation internet browser icon (it is 
WWW with dots around it) 

2. Press the PlayStation logo on the controller 

3. Go to the library and find options for games and 
applications. 

4. Go in to applications and you will find the internet 
browser.  

5. Type in Office 365 and log in as you would in 
school. 

6. You can then access your work and use key 
packages including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Teams and your emails.  

We are unable to offer support for these devices 
where problems are encountered.  

Each day our online learning platform Satchel One 
(formerly called Show My Homework) will list the 
learning activities from all five of our students subjects 
(with four subjects on a Tuesday). Each learning activity 
is set by the students Subject Teacher in line with the 
Learning Programme they are following for this half 
term.  

Parents and Carers can log into Satchel One at 
satchelone.com/login or use the Satchel One app and 
view:  

 The daily Remote Learning tasks set by teachers 

 The submission status of any tasks 

 Any comments left by the student and/or teacher 

 Any grades (where applicable) 

You can download the Satchel One App on Android 
here  

You can download the Satchel One App on 
Apple here 

You can find more information about 
Satchel one here, including: how to sign up, reset your 
login details for your parent account or assist your child 
to log in. 

The dark mornings and evenings are with us and we 
encourage students travelling to and from to wear 
bold, bright or reflective clothing, bags or accessories 
to make sure they can be easily seen by motorists.  

Pedestrians should keep to footpaths and be socially 
distanced. Cyclists must wear helmets and the bike 
should be equipped with lights or reflectors. Once on 
the school grounds cyclists must walk their bike to the 
storage area. www.think.gov.uk/education-resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiNzN8QxIRI&feature=youtu.be&safe=true
https://www.satchelone.com/login
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.smhw.android&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.smhw.android&hl=en_GB
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/satchel-one-previously-smhw/id908071717
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/satchel-one-previously-smhw/id908071717
https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/2912165-logging-in-as-a-parent
https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/2912165-logging-in-as-a-parent
https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/2912165-logging-in-as-a-parent
https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/2912165-logging-in-as-a-parent
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/satchel-one-previously-smhw/id908071717
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.smhw.android&hl=en_GB


 

If parents/carers receive one of the following benefits  
they may be eligible for Free School Meals:  

 Income Support  

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance  

 Income-related Employment and Support  
Allowance  

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and  
Asylum Act 1999  

 Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual income that does not exceed 
£16,190  

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any  
benefits you get)  

They can apply for FSM by completing the online form 
here.  The benefits team can be contacted on  
benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
or on 0300 1237021. 

Network providers are working in partnership with the 
Department for Education, and are providing free 
additional data to disadvantaged families without 
internet access at home. The level of additional data 
will vary depending on provider, but for example EE 
customers will receive an extra 20 GB per month. Other 
providers include Three UK, O2, Tesco Mobile, Smarty, 
Sky Mobile, Vodafone and Virgin Mobile.  

Schools will be able to identify those students in need 
of free data and invite parents and carers to apply via 
an online portal set up by the DfE.  

Students will be able to use the offer until the end of 
the school year in July 2021.  

For more information please visit https://get-help-with
-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data 

 

“The UKMT Maths Challenge is a fun way to see how maths can be related to real world situations, as well as a 
great resource to test our understanding of course knowledge” – Emily Kitchin, Year 12  

30 of Bishops’ sixth form mathematicians participated in the Senior Maths Challenge earlier this half term. 93,000 
students across the UK sat the 90-minute paper which promotes problem solving and gives an opportunity to 
apply existing knowledge to interesting questions. 

Everyone did extremely well, and we are proud of every student who entered and gave their all to this 
challenging competition. Bronze certificates were awarded to Ewan McQuair, Toby Annison, John Davies, Holly 
Gibson, Charlotte Walton, and Rafael Wood. Silver certificates were awarded to Matthew Black (Best in Year 12), 
Emily Kitchin, Sam Crossan, and Alexi Reade. 
A gold certificate and Best in School was 
awarded to Seb Lewis-Jones who was also 
invited to take part in the Senior Kangaroo 
competition; one of only 6000 students 
across the country to receive an invitation to 
this prestigious follow-on round. 

Congratulations to all who took part. 
Mathematicians from Years 7 to 11 can look 
forward to the Intermediate and Junior 
Maths Challenges which are due to take 
place in February and April 2021.  

https://my.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-d6f18cef-59bb-40c8-93cf-cb4a4d66a97b/AF-Stage-15962abc-3aba-47b6-8df7-784c7ce6f96c/definition.json&redirectlink=%2F&cancelRedirectLink=%2F&category=AF-Category-
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data


 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we have had to say goodbye to Derek 
Jackson following his passing at home on 20th December, 2020. As a 
long-serving staff member of Bishops’ High School his contribution, 
 dedication and commitment to the students he taught was  
monumental. Through his leadership of our school Handbell team, he 
was able to inspire and encourage young people to follow their 
dreams.  He will be greatly missed, but his memory will live on in lives 
of those he touched. 

Should you wish to share some of your memories of Derek, his family 
have created an online book of remembrance, Mrs Jennifer Jackson 
and her family would very much appreciate your kind words.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jennifer and the whole family.    

Mr Jackson was a teacher who had the full respect from all students who came into contact with him. We 

knew how much the Handbell team meant to him and it was soon clear as to the reasons why.   

On a personal level as a student at Bishops, he opened up the most amazing opportunities for me over the 7 

years that I was a member and eventually Captain of the Handbell team in 2008.  

Touring America and appearing with Bjork on BBC’s Johnathon Ross show and Radio one, is just to name a 

few. Fellow team members and I still reminisce today about the amazing laughter and fun times that were 

had.   

As a teacher Mr Jackson had high expectations and worked hard to achieve incredible results. We spent many 

nights at Christmas time ringing in hotels around Chester, raising thousands of Pounds for Charity.   

We had the pleasure of attending and performing at  the annual summer Handbell dinner, where Mr 

Jackson presented  a cheque to our chosen charity. As students, we were always proud of how Mr Jackson 

encouraged us to work as a team no matter what the situation was. We were proud to do so much for our 

community and charities  

After leaving Bishops in 2009 I have since returned as a full time teacher in 2019, therefore becoming a 

colleague of Derek’s. Derek was so happy to welcome me back with open arms and was very keen to involve 

me playing at any opportunity, which of course has been a great pleasure.   

Derek will be a huge loss not only to our school community but to every organisation he has been a part of 

and involved with  

 He has helped to raise thousands of pounds for charity over the years and continued to bring people together 

through his love of Music and his Christian faith.    

Jennifer, his wife, also played a huge part in assisting Derek and the Handbell teams over many years and we 

offer all our love, heartfelt gratitude and sympathies to her and the rest of Derek’s  family at this difficult 

time.   

Alison Webber   

https://www.theonlinebookcompany.com/OnlineBooks/DerekJackson/Content/Filler


 

I was extremely saddened to hear the terrible news that 

my dear friend, Derek had passed away over the 

Christmas period. I have worked alongside Derek since I 

arrived at Bishops in 2003 and from the very first time we 

met and ever since, he was a pillar of strength and 

support to me, especially in my first few tentative months 

as Head of Music. Nothing was ever ‘too much’ for Derek 

and he was always there when I needed some advice. He 

would also go above and beyond in his continued support 

and I have lost count on the amount times I’ve benefited 

from his knowledge and wisdom, not just in music and 

teaching but also in his wealth of life experiences.  

Derek was not only a kind and patient mentor to so many 

young people but he also brought something very special 

to our school community. He inspired all those that were 

lucky enough to spend time with him to pursue and be 

passionate about music.   

One of Derek’s many contributions was leading the 

Bishops Handbell Ringers and due to his passion and for 

music and zeal in developing young people, he made it 

much more than a musical ensemble; it was a hugely 

important part of the students' lives and not only helped 

develop his students to be great musicians but would also 

go that extra mile to help his students develop personally 

and socially within the team. The bond that he created 

within the team was extremely strong, resilient and was 

clear for all to see, especially when you consider all the 

returning ringers to his annual presentation lunches. Once 

a hand-bell ringer always a hand-bell ringer!   

Of course, Derek was very committed to charities and 

supporting his local community. In doing so, he produced 

an array of opportunities to our students which was truly 

outstanding.  

I fear the above words really don’t do this amazing man 

true justice, but I would like to finish by saying I will miss 

Derek very much and I will remember him fondly as a 

great friend.    

Christine Bremner 



 

Role Name Email 

Designated 

Safeguarding 

Lead 

Helen 

Cairns 
hcairns@bishopschester.co.uk 

Deputy  

Designated 

Safeguarding 

Leads 

Stephen 

Moffatt 

Liz Evans 

smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk 

levans@bishopschester.co.uk 

Below are the key contact details for our Year Leader’s and Pastoral Team, please 

contact them if you have any updates you wish to share with them. You can also contact  
school@bishopschester.co.uk for years 7 – 11 or sixthform@bishopschester.co.uk for general enquiries.    

Head of Year 7 

Ms Thursby 

cthursby@bishopschester.co.uk 

Head of Year 8 

Ms Yule 

Ayule@bishopschester.co.uk 

Head of Year 9 

Ms Sadler 

jsadler@bishopschester.co.uk 

Head of Year 10 

Mr Bowden 

Mbowden@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Head of Year 11 

Ms French 

yfrench@bishopschester.co.uk 

Head of Sixth Form 

Mr Moffatt 

smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Schools are closed but we still want parents, car-
ers and students to know we are there for them if 
they need us. This is an unusual time and there 
will be lots of worries and anxieties around exam 
grades and schoolwork. If you or your child have 
concerns Form Tutors and Year Leaders can be 
contacted via email and if necessary phone calls 
home can be done.  

The safeguarding of our students remains a top 
priority. Staff and parents can contact the safe-
guarding team if they have any concerns about 
the welfare or safety of a child. 

Year 7 Pastoral Lead 

Mrs J Evans 

jevans@bishopschester.co.uk 

Year 8/9 Pastoral Lead 

Mrs Bryant  

jbryant@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Year 10/11 Pastoral Lead 

Mrs L Evans 

levans@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

mailto:school@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:sixthform@bishopschester.co.uk


 

 

 

https://allianceforlearning.wordpress.com/2020/04/14/making-provision-for-the-vulnerable-during-extraordinary-times/


 

 

 

https://hub.gmhsc.org.uk/mental-health/covid-19-resources/
https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/2020/bbc-launches-biggest-education-offer-ever?fbclid=IwAR0bHWcg_GjIfgk9ZFdxnhRbm-G0VCETC-RQLGRDMBMMa4xKk1WQUf3r3v8
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/bps-cyberpsychologists-say-being-active-social-media-will-help-you-cope-isolation

