
 

Among all the considerations of safety and learning in 
school, I was drawn to the events unfolding in America 
last week.  The Presidential Election reminds me just 
how important schooling and the curriculum is in 
preparing our children for the complex global world 
they are entering. At the heart of each subject is a 
quest for the truth. Each subject equips children with 
unique and powerful ways of getting closer to what is 
true, and what may not be.  The ethos and approach at 
Bishops’ builds understanding and is a gift of 
cumulative power to our students.  Thank you all for 
enabling our curriculum to continue – organising face 
covering, lunches, transport arrangements and base 
layers.  This year is stretching us all in ways we could 
not have foreseen but we continue to work together to 
ensure safety and learning. 

Ian Wilson 
Headteacher 

 

Here we go again…   

I don’t know how you feel today, but that was one of 
my first thoughts of the day. There will be some good 
things in the next month, but there is also a lot of 
weariness, isolation, anxiety… and 
we all face some of these feelings 
as we look at this lockdown.  
And, I do mean ‘we’, as I feel it 
too.  

How, then, do we face this challenge?  

One of my repeated prayer-focusses at the moment is 
around Christ walking on the water in the storm and 
meeting the disciples. I am so aware that the disciples 
could only meet Christ by being in that storm because 
that is where He was. It doesn’t make it easy, but it 
does frame the challenge for me, and keep me looking 
for the Lord.  

As Archdeacon Ian said so powerfully earlier this week 
in a moving and honest video message, if we want to 
make this journey, we must deny ourselves and take 
up our cross in service of others, and as the 
Archbishops have said in their letter to the nation this 
week, we must all be calm, courageous, and 
compassionate in our response to the difficulties of the 
second national lockdown in England. All of this is good 
and wise advice. We need to do this for others, and we 
need to receive this love and service as others look out 
for us.  

You are already doing this and I just want to say, as we 
enter this season of lockdown, that I am deeply 
grateful for all that you are and do. This year has 
stretched us in ways we could not have foreseen, and 
may yet get harder before it gets better, but it has 
been a thing of utter beauty to see how the Church 
community has continued to be a beacon of hope and 
light to so many in our diocese.   

Do keep going, however wild you find the storm to be, 
keep looking for Christ. He is here, and He is utterly 
faithful.  

Be assured of my continued prayers at this time.   

+Mark   

Rev North will be hosting a Parents Prayers meeting at 
4pm on Tuesday 24th November. If you would like to 
join please email Rev North with ‘Parents Prayers’ in 
the subject box.  A link will be sent to you nearer to the 
event. Email pnorth@bishopschester.co.uk for the 
link.    
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Two Year 7 Students, Charlie Tonks and Issy Fabby laid 
a wreath at the local memorial on Friday 8th  
November 2020 on behalf of Bishops’ Blue Coat. With 
2020 being the way that it is there was not the big 
parade and ceremony of previous years, however the 
small act of remembrance on behalf of the school was 
still powerful in a different way. Issy read a verse of the 
poem For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon before the 
wreath was laid and a 2min silence was observed. After 
which Charlie read the Kohima Epitaph. Rev. North 
concluded the remembrance with prayers for peace, 
justice and harmony. 

Over the half-term break our Chaplain undertook an 
11.11km run for the Royal British Legion. It rained 
heavily most of the way round, but Rev. North was still 
smiling at the end. So far he has raised over £1200!  

Well done Rev. North!   

You can still support him by heading to his fundraising 
page - https://mypoppyrun.britishlegion.org.uk/
fundraising/MyPoppyRun2020-PaulNorth  

Silence. I can’t help but wonder what that must have 
felt like after years of war. The guns falling silent at the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. It is 
something we have never experienced, and thankfully, 
neither is the noise of war.   

As we take time to reflect upon the sacrifice of those 
who lost their lives in past wars, I am left pondering 
how such men and women were able to find the 
courage to do what they did. To face down fear, to 
strive for peace. To lay everything on the line, to 
sacrifice their future, so that we can have our 
tomorrow.   

As I have reflected on these things, I have been drawn 
to the words of Jesus in John 14:27  

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid.”  

The brave men and women who sacrificed their lives 
won a very hard fought and expensive peace. One that 

we should never take for granted. In our troubled 
world, a world full of noise and difficult challenges, we 
can also know the peace of Jesus gifted to us. A peace 
that was bought in sacrifice, a peace to calm our hearts 
and silence our fears.  

 

https://mypoppyrun.britishlegion.org.uk/fundraising/MyPoppyRun2020-PaulNorth
https://mypoppyrun.britishlegion.org.uk/fundraising/MyPoppyRun2020-PaulNorth


 

When we were told to close our doors in March we 
could never of imagined that it would take until 
September to welcome all our students back! We have 
worked tirelessly through the summer creating new 
routines to ensure that we fulfil our mission and ethos 
that all students are ‘Known, Nurtured and Inspired’ 
whilst keeping each other safe. 

We have our COVID information page on our school 
website which will be kept up to date with links to key 
information and any changes as they happen.  

Please  report all absence or inform school of an 
appointment by emailing: 
attendance@bishopschester.co.uk  

We appreciate that it can be confusing with all the 
information that is being shared. Use this quick 
reference guide for parents and carers when reporting 
COVID related absences to school. 

Chester City Council have informed local residents that 
from Monday 16th November for approximately 12 
months, a major infrastructure project and 
the installation of a new rain and surface water 
drainage tunnel in the city centre will be taking 
place. There will be some disruption to traffic during 
this time, for more details please 
visit clockwisechester.com.    

During this period, we ask that you plan your journey, 
allowing plenty of time for traffic congestion, in 
order to ensure a prompt arrival at school in the 
morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to navigate these uncertain times, I 
would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone 
for their ongoing efforts to ensure Bishops’ is not only 
a safe place, but also a great place, to learn and work. 
The first half of this term showed what an incredibly 
resilient school community we have, with students 
taking all the changes in their stride and staying 
positive in their attitudes. In particular, our thanks and 
appreciation must also go to our staff who are all 
working even harder than usual.  

Aside from the ever-present backdrop of Covid, the 
governors continue to look to the future, and work is 
progressing towards a permanent expansion of student 
numbers by an extra class in each new year group. The 
planning for the physical expansion to enable this is 
well underway, with building due to be completed at 
the end of next year. While we will 
certainly have to manage the impact of 
Covid for many months to come, the 
expansion is a welcome reminder to us 
all that we can continue to be 
ambitious and hopeful even in difficult 
times.  

David Walsh  
Chair of Governors  

 

 

National Online Safety are offering a free online Safety 
Course to inform and share best practices tips for 
parents with school age students who access 
online. The course takes parents through online 
gaming, mental health and wellbeing, privacy and 
security, online bullying, identity and self-image, online 
platforms and social media. The course is 
completely free and you can sign-up for it by clicking 
the link below,  
info.nationalonlinesafety.com/free-parents-course  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bishopschester.co.uk/newsletter/covid19info/
mailto:attendance@bishopschester.co.uk?subject=Attendance
https://bishopschester.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Bishops-COVID-check-list.pdf
https://info.nationalonlinesafety.com/free-parents-course


 

Year 11 have had a fantastic start to this academic 
year, returning with maturity and positivity. After a 
successful first half term back in school, we are gaining 
momentum ahead of their first PPE’s which commence 
30th November, timetables have been emailed home 
and shared with students. We have begun revision 
sessions during form time and continue ongoing 
additional support through fortnightly Skills for Success 
sessions. On Thursday we welcomed Tim Milner as a 
guest speaker. Tim Milner has worked with Bishops’ for 
a few years, teaching exam success and revision 
techniques.  

Wellbeing is hugely important for year 11 at this time 
of year, especially with a second national lockdown and 
many other factors to consider. Please remember the 
revision tips we have shared, revise little and often, 
make and stick to a realistic revision timetable, working 
on 2-3 subjects a night, write checklists, test yourself. 
Importantly, chunk your revision (25 minute sessions) 
take breaks and find time to unwind and do the things 
you enjoy too. I am so proud of how year 11 have faced 
their challenges so far and know they will be successful 
in these PPE’s too.  

This term, we will be launching our “Passport to the 
_____”. This was historically a journey towards the 
Prom, year 11 may not experience a Prom in the 
traditional sense but I feel passionately about them 
having the opportunity to celebrate their successes this 
year and throughout their five-year journey at Bishops’. 
I feel confident that with the time to plan, we will be 
able to safely host a ‘Prom-of-a-kind’ amongst other 
end of year celebrations and mementos, we have 
already begun discussions about Leavers 
Hoodies & Yearbooks.  

Miss Y French  
Year Leader  

 

In the coming weeks we will be inviting all members of 
the Bishops’ community to complete a questionnaire to 
find out what we are doing well and what areas we can 
work on to improve. Bishops’ is a community, and it is 
important that all voices in the community are heard so 
we can continue to support the young people to be 
known, nurtured and inspired. 

At Bishops’, we have adjusted the extra-curricular 
activities timetable to ensure that students are 
remaining in their year group bubbles at all times. 
Therefore, we are pleased to inform you that all extra-
curricular activities that are currently taking place will 
continue to run for the foreseeable future.  

 

Please visit the Bishops’ school website to find an up to 
date timetable of when PE kits are needed for practical 
lessons taking place.  https://bishopschester.co.uk/
newsletter/. 

 

It was with great sadness over the half term break that 
we heard the news that former Headteacher Ken Jack-
son passed away. Ken was the first headteacher of the 
Bishops’ High School, from its opening in 1984.  He had 
been headteacher of the Dee High School (whose 
buildings became Bishops’ HS) in 1982.  

The opening of Bishops’ was not without its controver-
sies, yet despite this Ken was delighted with the 
way things had gone during the change-over saying 
"We have had a much better start than I would have 
thought possible”. Many people, staff and gover-
nors alike, felt Mr. Jackson was instrumental in the 
smooth transfer from Dee High School to Bishops' Blue 
Coat, as he was someone everybody could work with.  

He was very active in his community, amongst many 
other things, serving as a JP, a governor of the former  
Chester College, and taking senior lay roles in the 
Methodist Church. Until his death, Ken was chair of 
Chester Blue Coat Church of England Educational Foun-
dation, the charity which is the trustee of The Bishops’ 
Blue Coat CofE High School, Chester Blue 
Coat CofE School and Hoole CofE School.  He loved mu-
sic and had a fine baritone voice.  

He will be sorely missed by many. Ken 
was an exemplar of the Christian faith.  

Ken’s funeral will take place at  10.30am on Thursday 
19th November. It will be streamed  via YouTube on 
the North Cheshire Methodist Circuit channel. 

https://bishopschester.co.uk/newsletter/
https://bishopschester.co.uk/newsletter/


 



 

 

It has been a busy few months supporting our amazing 
Year 13 students @Bishops6thform with almost 10% of 
our students this year having applied early to elite 
institutes such as Oxford and Cambridge as well as a 
number of students applying to early entry courses like 
Dentistry and Medicine. Juggling the academic 
pressures of 3 or 4 A Levels and our recent October 
assessment window all alongside the application 
requirements and pre-entry testing for such courses is 
no mean feat so a huge well done to Alexi, Johanna, 
Rafael, Oliver, Jen, Izzie and Nina, respectively. Over 
the last few weeks my team have been privileged to 
support so many other students in their university and 
degree apprenticeship applications and we are already 
seeing lots of offers come back from top Russell Group 
universities from courses such as Economics, 
Psychology, Geography and Nursing. Here at Bishops’ 
we place a great focus on supporting all of our students 
individually with high quality careers advice and 
guidance and students greatly value to support they 
receive in their post 18 applications; something highly 
commended in our Ofsted 2019 inspection.  
 
Mr Moffatt 
Head of Sixth Form 
 

 

Prior to Christmas all students from year 7-12 will have 
an employer led presentation giving career infor-
mation. In addition  
the local colleges and apprenticeship companies will be 
invited to give information to year 11 students about 
their application process and where to find relevant 
course information.  

Any open evening events or external events will be ad-
vertised during form times and via  SatachelOne.  

We will be using START profile, an online comprehen-
sive careers advice programme which is more specific 
to the area we live in. Details on how to log on will 
posted on SatchelOne and via email for parents. An in-
troductory PowerPoint will be shown during form time 
as well.  

As always please direct any queries to 
Dr. Toczyski by email-
ing ctoczyski@bishopschester.co.uk.  

 

Champions League football has restarted, and last 
week our own Miss Foster was refereeing. Miss Foster 
was promoted to UEFA’s elite list of referees back in 
August and is used to performing at the top level to an 
international audience.  

Lucy Parry (Y12) also made history becoming Liverpool 
FC Women’s youngest ever player. Lucy is currently 
studying part-time with Liverpool FC completing a Di-
ploma in Sporting Excellence alongside her Sixth Form 
studies. 

If parents/carers receive one of the following benefits  
they may be eligible for Free School Meals:  

• Income Support  

• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allow-
ance  

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asy-
lum Act 1999  

• Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual income that does not exceed 
£16,190  

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any bene-
fits you get)  

They can apply for FSM by completing the online form 
here.   

The benefits team can be contacted on  
benefits@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
or on 0300 1237021. 

https://my.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/en/AchieveForms/?form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-d6f18cef-59bb-40c8-93cf-cb4a4d66a97b/AF-Stage-15962abc-3aba-47b6-8df7-784c7ce6f96c/definition.json&redirectlink=%2F&cancelRedirectLink=%2F&category=AF-Category-


 

 

I am pleased to let you know that Bishops’ students 
have made an overwhelmingly positive start to this 
academic year. In turn staff have readily praised 
students using our BESt Points reward system. 
Consequently, when compared to the same time 
period last year, students have received 22,855 more 
Best Points.  That is a staggering 35% increase 
in BESt points awarded for outstanding classwork; 
homework; contributions and conduct. Stand out 
students include:   

Year 7   
7 STRATFORD Bedford, Erin  381 
7 COPPACK        Houghton, Isaac          360         
7 STRATFORD       Warwick, Zack              358  

Year 8   
8 HUNTER         Lilley, Oscar                231           
8 LANE            Ryall-Harvey, Hannah  207       
8 LANE            Stening, Kacey        199           

Year 9   
9 COPPACK    Sheppard, Ruby    176       
9 GROSVENOR   Noon, William       164           
9 GROSVENOR   Harris, Ethan         156  

Year 10   
10 STRATFORD Jones, Charlotte       158           
10 BISHOPS     Roberts, Owen      127           
10 BISHOPS      Thompson-Guest, Heath 122         

Year 11  
11 HUNTER    O'Gorman, Harry        126           
11 GROSVENOR   Proudlove, Jai            124           
11 GROSVENOR  Murphy, Mia                123           

As a reminder to both students and parents; BESt  
points can now be spent using our new online claim 
form. This new system formed part of our wider 
changes to working in a Covid secure way. This form 
can be found on the Bishops’ school website, on the 
student dashboard. 

Well done all and happy spending!  

Mr P Lucas  
Senior Year Leader  

Year 7 have reflected recently on the theme of 
‘Understanding Others’. Each student has completed 
an autumnal leaf with a recent act of kindness they 
have been witness to.  
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http://www.turn2us.org.uk
https://turn2usuk.enthuse.com/donate#!/


 



 



 


