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Introduction
So, you want to take Film Studies at A-Level? Good choice! You will already be interested in film, enjoy
watching them and are curious about how they are put together, so this Transition Booklet will help you
develop your interest further.
On the course you will be exposed to all sorts of different films such as black and white, silents, classic and
modern Hollywood, British and foreign films as well as documentaries and experimentals. You will study
camera angles and editing, spectator and narrative theory and many more aspects of film making. After you
have watched this selection of films you will get to make your own 5 minute film and assess and discuss the
influences that have shaped your own production.
It is necessary to point out at this stage that this course is about film. The exam board explicitly
differentiates between films that are produced originally for general release in cinemas and those that are
originally made for TV, for example box set series on Netflix/Amazon Prime/SkyCinema etc. It may well be
that in the future this will change, but for the moment our definition of a film is that it must have been
made originally for general release in cinemas. So, quit watching Game of Thrones and Breaking Bad. Ok?

Research challenge
The first thing to do is to find the definition of the following key elements of film form and explain
why each is so important to the success of a film. Start making notes that you can use later –
nothing you learn from now on will be wasted!
1 Cinematography
2 Editing
3 Mise-en-scène
4 Performance/Representation
5 Sound
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Twelve before 12 Challenge

Your viewing task is to choose twelve films to watch from the following 38. If you have seen any before you
should not include those in your twelve, as this task is deigned to help you watch as many films as possible
– the more the merrier!
While watching your chosen film(s) fill in the attached sheet(s) to help you focus on the important aspects.
This will also come in handy when you come to produce your own film. There is a mixture of old and new,
comedy and tragedy, sci-fi, animated and real. A lot will be free to air but there may be a small charge for
some, but not much and any cost will be an investment in your future! I am also sure that many of you
tech-savvy lot will have worked out how to stream films with the minimum of cost. So, choose your 12 and
enjoy the lockdown – and remember, if you’re asked why you are watching so much on screen, you’re
doing homework!!

1

Perks of Being a Wallflower (2012) An introvert freshman is
taken under the wings of two seniors who welcome him to the real
world.

2

Reservoir Dogs (1990) When a simple jewellery heist goes
horribly wrong, the surviving criminals begin to suspect that one of
them is a police informant.

3 Good Will Hunting (1997) Will Hunting, a janitor at M.I.T., has a
gift for mathematics, but needs help from a psychologist to find
direction in his life.

4 One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1975) A criminal pleads
insanity and is admitted to a mental institution, where he rebels
against the oppressive nurse and rallies up the scared patients.

5 The Shawshank Redemption (1994) Two imprisoned men bond
over a number of years, finding solace and eventual redemption
through acts of common decency.
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6 The Godfather (1972) The aging patriarch of an organized crime
dynasty transfers control of his clandestine empire to his reluctant
son.

7 The Godfather: Part II (1974) The early life and career of Vito
Corleone in 1920s New York City is portrayed, while his son, Michael,
expands and tightens his grip on the family crime syndicate.

8 Schindler's List (1993) In German-occupied Poland during World
War II, industrialist Oskar Schindler gradually becomes concerned for
his Jewish workforce after witnessing their persecution by the Nazis.

9 Fight Club (1999) An insomniac office worker and a devil-maycare soapmaker form an underground fight club that evolves into
something much, much more.

10 Inception (2010) A thief who steals corporate secrets through
the use of dream-sharing technology is given the inverse task of
planting an idea into the mind of a C.E.O.

11 Forrest Gump (1994) The presidencies of Kennedy and
Johnson, the events of Vietnam, Watergate and other historical
events unfold through the perspective of an Alabama man with an
IQ of 75, whose only desire is to be reunited with his childhood
sweetheart.

12 The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (1966) A bounty
hunting scam joins two men in an uneasy alliance
against a third in a race to find a fortune in gold buried
in a remote cemetery.

pg. 4

13 Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope (1977) Luke Skywalker
joins forces with a Jedi Knight, a cocky pilot, a Wookiee and two
droids to save the galaxy from the Empire's world-destroying battle
station, while also attempting to rescue Princess Leia from the
mysterious Darth Vader.
14 It's a Wonderful Life (1946) An angel is sent from Heaven to
help a desperately frustrated businessman by showing him what life
would have been like if he had never existed.

15 Whiplash (2014) A promising young drummer enrolls at a cutthroat music conservatory where his dreams of greatness are
mentored by an instructor who will stop at nothing to realize a
student's potential.
16 Leon (1994) Mathilda, a 12-year-old girl, is reluctantly taken in by
Léon, a professional assassin, after her family is murdered. An
unusual relationship forms as she becomes his protégée and learns
the assassin's trade.

17 The Usual Suspects (1995) A sole survivor tells of the twisty
events leading up to a horrific gun battle on a boat, which began
when five criminals met at a seemingly random police lineup.

18 Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) A cyborg, identical to the
one who failed to kill Sarah Connor, must now protect her teenage
son, John Connor, from a more advanced and powerful cyborg.

19 The Departed (2006) An undercover cop and a mole in the
police attempt to identify each other while infiltrating an Irish gang
in South Boston.

20 Modern Times (1936) The Tramp struggles to live in modern
industrial society with the help of a young homeless woman.

pg. 5

21 Django Unchained (2012) With the help of a German bounty
hunter, a freed slave sets out to rescue his wife from a brutal
Mississippi plantation owner.

22 The Shining (1980) A family heads to an isolated hotel for the
winter where a sinister presence influences the father into violence,
while his psychic son sees horrific forebodings from both past and
future.

23 Apocalypse Now (1979) A U.S. Army officer serving in
Vietnam is tasked with assassinating a renegade Special Forces
Colonel who sees himself as a god.

24 Alien (1979) After a space merchant vessel receives an
unknown transmission as a distress call, one of the crew is
attacked by a mysterious life form and they soon realize that its life
cycle has merely begun.

25 1917 (2019) April 6th, 1917. As a regiment assembles to wage
war deep in enemy territory, two soldiers are assigned to race
against time and deliver a message that will stop 1,600 men from
walking straight into a deadly trap.

26 American Beauty (1999) A sexually frustrated suburban
father has a mid-life crisis after becoming infatuated with his
daughter's best friend.
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27 The Sting (1973) Two grifters team up to pull off the ultimate
con.

28 A Clockwork Orange (1971) In the future, a sadistic gang
leader is imprisoned and volunteers for a conduct-aversion
experiment, but it doesn't go as planned.

29 Citizen Kane (1941) Following the death of publishing tycoon
Charles Foster Kane, reporters scramble to uncover the meaning of
his final utterance; 'Rosebud'.

30 Some Like It Hot (1959) After two male musicians witness a
mob hit, they flee the state in an all-female band disguised as
women, but further complications set in.

31 All About Eve (1950) A seemingly timid but secretly ruthless
ingénue insinuates herself into the lives of an aging Broadway star
and her circle of theatre friends.

32 Monty Python's Life of Brian (1979) Born on the original
Christmas in the stable next door to Jesus Christ, Brian of Nazareth
(Graham Chapman) spends his life being mistaken for a messiah.
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33 Toy Story (1995) A cowboy doll is profoundly threatened and
jealous when a new spaceman figure supplants him as top toy in a
boy's room.

34 Psycho (1960) A Phoenix secretary embezzles forty thousand
dollars from her employer's client, goes on the run, and checks
into a remote motel run by a young man under the domination of
his mother.

35 Pink Floyd: The Wall (1982) A confined but troubled rock
star descends into madness in the midst of his physical and social
isolation from everyone.

36 Dead Poets Society (1989) English teacher John Keating
inspires his students to look at poetry with a different perspective
of authentic knowledge and feelings.

37 California Suite (1978) Misadventures of four groups of
guests at the Beverly Hills Hotel.

38 12 Angry Men (1957) A jury holdout attempts to prevent a
miscarriage of justice by forcing his colleagues to reconsider the
evidence.
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Film Title

Director:
Year
released

Country:

Who is the film about?
Where does it take
place?
Why does it happen?

Length in
Minutes:

Genre

When does it take
place?
What happens?
How does it happen?

How and why is the
narrative shaped?
Linear or non-linear?

Flashbacks or Flashforwards?

Circular or Episodic Plot?

Narrator?

Where does the film
start?

Where does the film
end?

Interweaving stories?

How successful is the
end?

Key Elements of Film Form
Film Form Cinematography

Film Form – Mise-enscene

Film Form - Editing

Film Form – Sound
Design

Film Form - Performance

Genre Features?
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Observation Challenge
Study the 30 Camera Shots Every Film Studies Student Should Know on the following pages.
Familiarise yourself with them. Think about whether you have seen them before and where.
Compiling a list of your favourite camera shots from your favourite films will be an invaluable
resource in your future studies.
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30 Camera Shots Every Film Studies Student Should Know
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Production Challenge
Now is your chance to become a Steven Spielberg, Quinten Tarantino or a
Greta Gerwig.
You have watched a good selection of films, and have a good understanding of
different camera shots, and your task is to create a 1 minute film.
The subject/genre is up to you, but you should try to use a variety of camera
angles that you have seen used in any of your twelve watched films.
You don’t need any fancy equipment, indeed many good sequences these days
are shot on an i-phone or an android.
Editing can be done through movie-maker or i-movie, and really, anything
goes! Try to include as many edits as you can and, unless you specifically want
to produce a silent film, give consideration to sound, and the effect it might
have on your spectators.
Evaluation
Post production evaluation is extremely important. You will need to assess your
work and see how you got on. Don’t worry if you think it’s bad – others might
not. Pleased with a shot or angle? Tell us about it and show us where you got
the ideas from.
So, lights, camera, action!

Good luck!

Mr Coffey and Mr Robinson
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