
 

 

We are entering week 6 of our ‘learning from Home’ 
programme of study. Students have been brilliant in 
their resilience and adaption to such a change to their 
daily lives and the work we have seen has been 
incredible.   

Our fortnightly timetable has been shared with parents 
and carers. A version is also available on our school 
website bishopschester.co.uk. Students have three 
subjects to complete a day and tasks can be found on 
Show My Homework. 

Show my Homework is where work can be submitted 
and students can message their teachers if they have 
questions through the Show My Homework messaging 
service.  School staff are also adapting to a new way of 
working. 95% of students open SMHW which is great, 
the questions and follow-up routinely take two hours 
per day followed by feedback to years 10 and 12 and 
task setting. 

Bishops’ Expected Standards (BESt) is still applicable 
even though Learning is happening at home. Student’s 
can still earn BESt points for the work they complete. 
These points will be carried over to the next academic 
year. Student’s will be able to use their BESt points for 
access to Summer Activity Days and the Year 11 Prom 
in 2021, so keep up the good work! 

 

The current virus restrictions are providing new 
challenges for us all. Many of the things we have taken 
for granted are limited or off limits completely. It is 
important that we follow the advice about staying 
home, hand washing and social distancing but they 
certainly make for a different type of living. Our ‘usual’ 
way of living has been put on hold which makes these 
remarkable times. We are living through history that 
will be taught in schools in the future. 

I have been reflecting on some of the positives that 
might be taught to future generations. As I write, 
Captain Tom has raised nearly £28 Million pounds for 
NHS charities for walking 100 lengths of his garden for 
his 100th birthday, as well as recording a number one 
single – thinking of others! People are stopping and 
applauding the awesome NHS on a Thursday at 8pm – 
real gratitude in action. Communities and individuals 
are drawing together, collecting shopping or 
prescriptions for their neighbours – supporting the 
most vulnerable in our community. Schools, including 
ours, have donated their science and DT goggles to 
frontline workers – seeing the need and sharing to 
fulfil it. Design and Technology Departments 
(especially ours, of which I am incredibly proud) are 
making visors for frontline staff – Using equipment, 
gifts, and skills to help others.  

 These are just some of the wonderful acts of kindness 
and generosity I have observed. These acts led me to 
reflect on Jesus words to his disciples at the last supper 
recorded in John 13. After washing their feet Jesus 
says,  

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 

Love was seen in service, in putting others first, in 
seeing their need. I hope that history records the way 
in which our current crisis has seen a development in 
the way we have loved one another. I also hope that 
these positive changes are here to stay, that as a result 
of this crisis, history will record an upsurge in the way 
we love one another.  

 

 

2019/2020 
LAST DAY 

IN SCHOOL 
DATE OF 

RE-OPENING 
Bank Holidays (BH)  

& Inset Days (ID) 

EASTER Fri 3 Apr Mon 20 Apr 

Fri 10 Apr (BH) 
Mon 13 Apr (BH) 

Fri 8 May (BH) 
Mon 11 May (ID) 

HALF TERM Fri 22 May  Mon 1 Jun 
Mon 25 May (BH) 

Mon 20 Jul (ID)  

SUMMER Fri 17 Jul      

https://bishopschester.co.uk/newsletter/


Congratulations to the 36 of our students who have completed their Bronze Award! For those who have not yet 
done so, upload your Assessor Reports to DofE and these will be processed. Contact Mrs Mooney or Mr Owen if 
you have any questions. 

News about Bronze DofE for the year 10 will come soon. 

Over the Easter break, Mr Owen and Mrs Mooney felt bereft that they were unable to complete the planned 
Bronze expeditions to climb Moel Famau. So taking part in the #dofewithadifference challenge they walked the 
height of Moel Famau at home on their staircases! Hiking 213 flights in total, they raised funds for Wirral Hospice 
St John’s COVID-19 Urgent Appeal.  

There are lots of online resources to support both students and parents/carers during this uncertain time. 
Smiling Mind is just one example smilingmind.com.au/thrive-inside who aim to keep us inspired, connected and 
fostering good mental health habit during the Coronavirus crisis.  

Thrive Inside is their initiative to help you stay calm and healthy in 

the physical constraints of your home. They have a free app, which 

can be downloaded and support you daily with mindfulness 

exercises, mediating and support during this time.  

What is Mindfulness? Watch this clip!   

smilingmind.com.au/thrive-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=OaRDbLWeSXE&feature=emb_logo&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=OaRDbLWeSXE&feature=emb_logo&safe=true


Schools are closed but we still want parents, carers and students to know we are there for them if they need us. 
This is an unusual time and there will be lots of worries and anxieties around exam grades and schoolwork. If you 
or your child have concerns Form Tutors and Year Leaders can be contacted via email and if necessary phone 
calls home can be done. 
The safeguarding of our students remains a top priority. Staff and parents can contact the safeguarding team if 
they have any concerns about the welfare or safety of a child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want to be able to support our students and families through this time so it’s important to let us know if 
student’s are unable to complete learning from home tasks by reporting illness related to COVID-19 by 
emailing  attendance@bishopschester.co.uk and indicating which category below applies. This is to ensure that 
Inclusions Teams are able to support these students and their families through increased awareness and 
communication. If you child is unwell whilst at home, we would still ask that you contact us so we can make a 
note of this in their pastoral records. 
• Category A Student name/form group is showing symptoms of COVID – 19. 
• Category B Student name/form group is self-isolating because a member of the family is showing the 

symptoms of COVID – 19. 
• Category C Student name/form group is unwell (specify reason and any requested further support or 

communication you would like from school) 
 

There is a lot of support available to keep students safe online. Below are some useful links to help parents and 
carers: 
thinkuknow.co.uk/ (advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online) 
internetmatters.org/ Internet matters (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 
net-aware.org.uk/ (support for parents and carers from the NSPCC) 
ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/(support to keep children and young people safe from sexual abuse and grooming 
online) 
 

Children can abuse other children. This is generally referred to as peer on peer abuse and can take many forms. 
This can include (but is not limited to) bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual violence and sexual harassment; 
physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; sexting 
and initiating/hazing type violence and rituals. 
We recognise that during the closure parents and students might have concerns regarding this.  It is important 
to discuss this with your child and report it to a member of the safeguarding team if you have any concerns.  
 

 

Role Name Email 

Designated Safeguarding Lead Helen Cairns hcairns@bishopschester.co.uk 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads 
Stephen Moffatt 
Liz Evans 

smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk 
levans@bishopschester.co.uk 

mailto:attendance@bishopschester.co.uk
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
mailto:hcairns@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Levans@bishopschester.co.uk


We’ve been busy over the last 

few months working with lo-

cal marketing and design com-

pany Rowan to create and 

build a new website for Bish-

ops’ This new site is easy to 

navigate for users on comput-

ers and mobile devices, visual-

ly impressive and easy to up-

date to keep parents and 

carer’s informed with what it 

happening at Bishops’.  

Please check it out and we 

hope you like it at much as we 

do!  

bishopschester.co.uk 

https://bishopschester.co.uk/




It has been great hearing what our Bishops’ students’ 
have been up to since lock down began. The amazing 
acts of kindness. 

An avid car racing fan and driver George in Year 11, 
who spent two-weeks work experience last year with 
Prodrive, an engineering and design company in the 
world of motorsport, was inspired to volunteer at the 
company when he found out they were moving from 
cars to building ventilators. Unfortunately the  
company have had to cancel all visitors and work 
placements but George has been undeterred and 
wanting to do his bit has set up a Go-fund me page to 
support a family who needs additional support at this 
time. Prodrive have been so impressed with George’s 
act of kindness and the work he completed with them 
last year they can’t wait to welcome George back to 
work with them in the future. 

Edith in Year 8 created some amazing signage along 
with her sister around her local area to support our 
NHS workers along with a brilliant stop-motion clay 
video about keeping yourself entertained at home. To 
view their amazing video click the link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tBND0TjNtaI&feature=youtu.be&safe=true 

 

Lots of students have contacted their Form Tutors and 
Year Leaders to let them know what they have been 
getting up to. Students have been writing letters to 
Captain Tom, to residents in local care homes, fund-
raising, baking and giving away cakes to cheer people 
days up. If you’ve 
been up to some-
thing we would love 
to hear about it. 
Please email your 
Form Tutors or Year 
Leaders to let them 
know!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBND0TjNtaI&feature=youtu.be&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBND0TjNtaI&feature=youtu.be&safe=true


Head of Year 7 – Ms Thursby 
Cthursby@bishopschester.co.uk  

 

Head of Year 8 – Ms Sadler 
Jsadler@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Head of Year 9 – Ms Yule 
Ayule@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Head of Year 10 – Ms French 
Yfrench@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Head of Year 11 – Mr Bowden 
Mbowden@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Head of Sixth Form – Mr Moffatt 
Smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form – Ms 
Foster 
Cfoster@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Pastoral Lead – Mrs Evans 
Jevans@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Year 8/9 Pastoral Lead – Mrs Bryant 
Jbryant@bishopschester.co.uk 

 

Year 10/11 Pastoral Lead – Mrs 
Evans 
Levans@bishopschester.co.uk  

 

 

 

Below are the key contact details for our Year Leader’s and Pastoral Team, please contact them if you have any updates you wish to 
share with them. You can also contact school@bishopschester.co.uk for years 7 – 11 or sixthform@bishopschester.co.uk for general 
enquiries.  

mailto:Cthursby@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Jsadler@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Ayule@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Yfrench@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Mbowden@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Smoffatt@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Cfoster@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Jevans@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Jbryant@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:Levans@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:school@bishopschester.co.uk
mailto:sixthform@bishopschester.co.uk


You can follow us on Facebook and Twitter @BishopsHigh to get the latest updates from 
school and find out what our school community has been up to!  Below is what some of 
our students have been doing since #learningfromhome began. 





In just 10 short days, Head of DT, Mr Hooker organised, assembled and distributed Visors to for frontline workers 
in 50 different organisations within the local and surrounding community. Along with a team of 15 staff  
volunteers who gave up their own time 110 sheets of polypropylene have been cut, 9056 holes drilled and 2264 
visors assembled.  

It has been a real team effort and a great example of the Known, Nurtured and Inspired values that we embrace 
every day at Bishops’.   

Well done everyone!  



 


